Investing in Tunisia:

A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Tunisia, located at the northernmost tip of Africa, is a dynamic and stra-
tegic investment destination. Known for its rich cultural heritage, skilled
workforce, and prime location at the crossroads of Europe, Africa, and
the Middle East, Tunisia is a gateway to regional and global markets.
The country boasts a diversified economy, thriving industries, and an
investor-friendly environment supported by government reforms and
incentives. Tunisia's growing focus on technology, renewable energy,
and sustainable development further enhances its appeal as a hub for
foreign investment,

BACKGROUND

The Republic of Tunisia is a Mediterranean country with a coastline
stretching over 1,300 kilometers, Covering an area of 163,610 square ki-
lometers, Tunisia is bordered by Algeria to the west, Libya to the south-
east, and the Mediterranean Sea to the north and east. Its capital, Tu-
nis, is an economic and cultural hub, connecting Tunisia to international
markets.

Tunisia's economy is highly diversified, with key sectors including ag-
riculture, manufacturing, tourism, technology, and renewable energy.
The country is also a leader in automotive components, textiles, and
electronics in Africa. Tunisia's strategic location, skilled workforce, and
well-developed infrastructure make it an attractive destination for in-
ternational businesses seeking to establish operations in North Africa.

KEY STATISTICS
2:  Population: ~12 million (2023).
GDP: $46 billion (2023 estimate).
GDP Growth: 2.2% in 2022, with steady growth projected for 2023.

Corporate Tax Rate: 15%, with reduced rates and exemptions for
priority sectors.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): $1.1 billion in 2022, primarily in
energy, manufacturing, and technology.

Trade Agreements: Tunisia has free trade agreements with over
50 countries, including membership in the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) and a partnership agreement with the Europe-
an Union (EU).

Skilled Workforce: Over 60,000 graduates annually, with expertise in
engineering, technology, and business.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN TUNISIA

Tunisia offers a unigue combination of advantages that make it an at-
tractive destination for foreign investment:

Strategic Location

Situated at the crossroads of Europe, Africa, and the Middle East, Tuni-
sia provides access to a market of over 800 million consumers through
trade agreements and geographical proximity.

Diversified Economy

Tunisia has a strong and diversified economy, with thriving industries in
manufacturing, automotive, textiles, ICT, and renewable energy.
Skilled and Competitive Workforce

Tunisia's education system produces a highly skilled and cost-competi-
tive workforce, particularly in engineering, IT, and technical fields.

Disclaimer:

Pro-Business Environment

The government has implemented reforms to simplify business regis-
tration, protect investments, and promote innovation, creating a favor-
able enviranment for investors.

Access to Trade Agreements

Tunisia's trade agreements, including its partnership with the EU and
membership in AfCFTA, provide duty-free access to major global mar-
kets.

Thriving Technology Sector

Tunisia is a hub for technology and innovation, with a growing focus on
startups, fintech, and digital transformation.

Strong Infrastructure

Tunisia boasts world-class infrastructure, including modern ports, high-
ways, railways, and ICT connectivity, supporting seamless business op-
erations.

Renewable Energy Potential

Tunisia is committed to achieving 30% renewable energy by 2030, creat-
ing opportunities in solar, wind, and green energy projects.

Tourism and Cultural Heritage

Tunisia's rich history, Mediterranean beaches, and archaeological sites
malke it a prime destination for tourism and hospitality investments,
Government Support

The Tunisian government actively supports foreign investors through
financial incentives, tax breaks, and dedicated industrial zones.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Tunisia has established key agencies and institutions to support foreign
investment and economic development:

Foreign Investment Promotion Agency (FIPA-Tunisia)

The primary government agency responsible for promoting and facilitat-
ing foreign direct investment (FDI). FIPA provides guidance, incentives,
and support for investors.

Website: https://www.investintunisia.tn

Tunisian Investment Authority (TIA)

Oversees major strategic investment projects and provides a one-stop-
shop service for investors.

Website: https://www.tia.gov.tn

Export Promotion Center (CEPEX)

Supports export-oriented businesses by providing market intelligence,
trade facilitation, and networking opportunities.

Website: https://www.cepex.nat.tn

Industrial Land Agency (AFI)

Manages industrial zones and provides land and infrastructure for in-
dustrial projects.

Website: http://www.afi.tn

Ministry of Industry, Mines, and Energy

Facilitates investments in manufacturing, mining, and renewable ener-
gy sectors.

Website: http://www.tunisieindustrie.nat.tn

This article is an independent thought piece published by the International Trade Council, It does not represent the official position of all International Trade Council members, nor that of its Board of Directors. The views expressed are those of
the author and are intended for informational purposes only. This article contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions, projections, and available information, which may be subject to change. These statements should not
be relied upon as specific advice or a guarantee of future performance. Readers are encouraged to consult professional advisors for tailored guidance based on their individual circumstances.

ITC Website: www.tradecouncil.org
Supply Chain News: www.supplychainreport.org
Business Confidence Survey: www.businessconfidence.org

ADAMftd Global Trade Data: www.adamftd.com
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Startup Tunisia

A national program that supports startups and innovation-driven busi-
nesses through funding, networking, and mentarship.

Website: https://startuptunisia.tn

Tunisian Agency for Technical Cooperation (ATCT)

Promotes technical cooperation and provides skilled professionals for
development projects.

Website: http://www.atct.nat.tn

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

The Tunisian government provides a range of financial and non-financial
incentives to attract foreign investment:

Tax Incentives

Corporate tax rates as low as 15% for priority sectors, with exemptions
for up to 10 years in specific industries.

Exemptions from VAT and customs duties on imported equipment and
raw materials.

Export Incentives

Duty-free access to global markets and financial support for export-ori-
ented businesses.

Financial Support

Subsidies for training, innovation, and technology adoption in key sec-
tars such as manufacturing and ICT.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs)

Businesses operating in SEZs benefit from reduced taxes, streamlined
procedures, and access to warld-class infrastructure.

Investment Protection

Tunisia guarantees the protection of foreign investments under its In-
vestment Law, including the right to repatriate profits and capital.
Fast-Track Business Registration

Simplified procedures for company registration and obtaining necessary
permits through dedicated investment authorities.

Support for Renewable Energy

Incentives for solar, wind, and green energy projects, including long-
term power purchase agreements (PPAS).

Innovation Grants

Financial support for R&D, startups, and innovation-driven businesses
through programs like Startup Tunisia.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Tunisia's economy offers diverse opportunities across multiple sectors:

Manufacturing and Automotive

Investments in automotive components, electronics, and high-value
manufacturing for export markets.

ICT and Digital Innovation

Opportunities in fintech, artificial intelligence (Al), e-commerce, and soft-
ware development, supported by Tunisia's thriving tech ecosystem.
Renewable Energy

Development of solar, wind, and biomass energy projects backed by
Tunisia's renewable energy targets.

Tourism and Hospitality

Development of luxury resorts, eco-tourism projects, and cultural tour-
ism experiences.
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Agriculture and Agro-Processing

Investments in organic farming, irrigation systems, and food processing
for export markets.

Healthcare and Pharmaceuticals

Private investments in hospitals, medical equipment, and pharmaceuti-
cal production to serve regional and international markets.
Infrastructure Development

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) in transportation, logistics, and urban
development,

Textiles and Apparel

Expansion of textile and garment manufacturing for European and Af-
rican markets.

CONCLUSION

Tunisia is a land of opportunity, offering a stable and business-friendly
environment, skilled workforce, and strategic location in North Africa.
With its government's commitment to fostering foreign investment,
streamlined regulations, and focus on innovation, Tunisia provides a
fertile ground for investors seeking long-term growth and profitability.

From manufacturing and renewable energy to ICT and tourism, Tunisia
offers unmatched opportunities for businesses looking to thrive in a
dynamic and growing economy. By choosing Tunisia as your investment
destination, you gain access to a nation poised for sustainable develop-
ment and global leadership.
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