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INTRODUCTION

Tonga, known as the “Friendly Islands,” offers unique investment op-

portunities in the heart of the South Pacific. With its pristine natural 

beauty, rich cultural heritage, and strategic location, Tonga is an emerg-

ing destination for foreign investors seeking opportunities in tourism, 

agriculture, renewable energy, and fisheries. The Kingdom of Tonga is 

committed to fostering a business-friendly environment with strong 

support from its government and international partners. As Tonga con-

tinues to modernize its economy, it presents a wealth of opportunities 

for sustainable and profitable investment.

BACKGROUND

The Kingdom of Tonga is an archipelago consisting of 176 islands, of 

which 36 are inhabited. Covering an area of 750 square kilometers, Ton-

ga is home to a population of approximately 105,000 people (2023 es-

timate). Located in the South Pacific, Tonga is strategically positioned 

between New Zealand, Australia, and the United States, making it a 

vital hub for trade and commerce in the region.

Tonga’s economy is diverse, with agriculture, fisheries, tourism, and re-

mittances forming its backbone. The country’s fertile soil and favorable 

climate make it ideal for growing crops such as vanilla, coconuts, and 

root vegetables. Tonga also has one of the largest Exclusive Economic 

Zones (EEZ) in the Pacific, providing abundant marine resources. With 

its breathtaking beaches, coral reefs, and cultural richness, Tonga is a 

prime location for eco-tourism and luxury hospitality investments.

KEY STATISTICS

 ◌ Population: ~105,000 (2023).

 ◌ Land Area: 750 square kilometers.

 ◌ GDP: $550 million (2023 estimate).

 ◌ GDP Growth: 2.5% in 2022, with steady growth forecasted for 2023.

 ◌ Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): Over 700,000 square kilometers, rich 

in marine resources.

 ◌ Tourism Contribution: ~10% of GDP, with potential for significant 

growth.

 ◌ Agricultural Exports: Vanilla, coconuts, squash, and kava.

 ◌ Renewable Energy Target: 70% renewable energy by 2030.

 ◌ Trade Agreements: Member of the Pacific Agreement on Closer 

Economic Relations (PACER Plus) and the Pacific Island Countries 

Trade Agreement (PICTA).

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN TONGA

Tonga offers several unique advantages for investors looking to enter 

the South Pacific market:

Strategic Location

Positioned between major markets like Australia, New Zealand, and the 

United States, Tonga serves as a gateway to the Pacific region and 

beyond.

Abundant Natural Resources

Tonga’s fertile land, tropical climate, and vast marine resources provide 

excellent opportunities in agriculture, fisheries, and aquaculture.

Tourism Potential

Known for its stunning beaches, coral reefs, and whale-watching oppor-

tunities, Tonga is a prime destination for eco-tourism and luxury travel 

investments.

Stable Political Environment

Tonga enjoys a stable political system with strong government support 

for foreign investments and economic development.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

One of the largest EEZs in the Pacific, providing access to abundant 

marine resources for fishing, aquaculture, and export.

Government Commitment to Renewable Energy

Tonga’s goal of achieving 70% renewable energy by 2030 presents sig-

nificant opportunities for investments in solar, wind, and biomass en-

ergy projects.

Proximity to Major Markets

Tonga’s close ties with Australia, New Zealand, and other Pacific Island 

nations provide access to established trade routes and markets.

Young and Educated Workforce

Tonga’s youthful population is skilled, adaptable, and eager to contrib-

ute to the country’s growing economy.

Cultural Richness and Hospitality

Tonga’s rich traditions and warm hospitality make it an appealing des-

tination for tourism and cultural preservation projects.

Supportive International Partnerships

Tonga benefits from strong partnerships with international organiza-

tions and donor countries, which support infrastructure development 

and economic growth.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Tonga has established several key agencies and institutions to facilitate 

foreign investment and support economic development:

Tonga Ministry of Trade and Economic Development (MTED)

Responsible for promoting trade, investment, and business develop-

ment in Tonga, providing guidance and support to foreign investors.

Website: https://www.mted.gov.to

Tonga Chamber of Commerce and Industry (TCCI)

A key organization that connects investors with local businesses and 

provides networking opportunities.

Website: https://www.tongachamber.org

Tonga Tourism Authority (TTA)

Promotes tourism investment and supports the development of Tonga’s 

hospitality and eco-tourism industries.

Website: https://www.tongatourism.travel

Tonga Power Limited (TPL)

Facilitates investments in renewable energy projects and infrastructure 

to meet Tonga’s energy targets.

Website: https://www.tongapower.to

Tonga Development Bank (TDB)

Provides financial support and loans for development projects in agricul-

ture, tourism, and energy.

Website: https://www.tdb.to

Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry (MAFF)
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Supports investments in agricultural production, processing, and export 

industries.

Website: https://www.maff.gov.to

Fisheries Department

Facilitates investments in fisheries, aquaculture, and marine resource 

management.

Website: https://www.tongafish.gov.to

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

The Tongan government offers a range of financial and non-financial 

incentives to attract foreign investment:

Tax Incentives

Exemptions from corporate income tax for up to five years for invest-

ments in priority sectors, including agriculture, tourism, and renewable 

energy.

Duty-Free Imports

Exemptions on import duties for machinery, equipment, and materials 

needed for approved projects.

Investment Protection

Tonga guarantees the protection of foreign investments, including the 

ability to repatriate profits and capital.

Fast-Track Business Registration

Simplified and expedited procedures for registering businesses and ob-

taining necessary permits.

Export Incentives

Support for export-oriented businesses, including access to trade 

agreements and reduced tariffs in key markets.

Renewable Energy Grants

Financial support for renewable energy projects as part of Tonga’s com-

mitment to sustainable development.

Access to Regional Trade Agreements

Duty-free access to major markets through membership in PACER Plus 

and PICTA.

Support for SMEs and Joint Ventures

Incentives for joint ventures between foreign investors and local busi-

nesses, particularly in agriculture and fisheries.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Tonga’s economy provides diverse opportunities across multiple sectors:

Tourism and Hospitality

Development of eco-resorts, whale-watching tours, cultural tourism 

projects, and luxury accommodations.

Agriculture and Agribusiness

Investments in organic farming, vanilla and coconut production, and 

agro-processing for export markets.

Fisheries and Aquaculture

Opportunities in tuna fishing, aquaculture farming, and seafood pro-

cessing for export.

Renewable Energy

Development of solar, wind, and biomass energy projects to meet Ton-

ga’s renewable energy goals.

Infrastructure Development

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) in transportation, ports, and telecom-

munications to support economic growth.

Healthcare and Education

Investments in private healthcare facilities, medical equipment, and ed-

ucational institutions.

ICT and Digital Transformation

Expansion of telecommunications infrastructure and e-commerce plat-

forms to support Tonga’s digital economy.

CONCLUSION

Tonga is a jewel in the South Pacific, offering a stable and busi-

ness-friendly environment, abundant natural resources, and a strategic 

location. With its government’s commitment to sustainable develop-

ment and economic reforms, Tonga provides fertile ground for investors 

seeking opportunities in tourism, agriculture, renewable energy, and 

fisheries.

From its pristine beaches to its vast marine resources, Tonga offers 

unparalleled opportunities for businesses that value sustainability and 

long-term growth. By investing in Tonga, you become a partner in the 

Kingdom’s journey toward economic prosperity and global integration.
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