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INTRODUCTION

Tanzania, located in East Africa, is one of the fastest-growing econo-

mies on the continent and a prime destination for foreign investment. 

Known for its political stability, abundant natural resources, and stra-

tegic location, Tanzania offers a wealth of opportunities for investors in 

sectors such as agriculture, mining, energy, tourism, and infrastructure. 

With a population of over 65 million people and membership in regional 

trade blocs like the East African Community (EAC) and the Southern 

African Development Community (SADC), Tanzania provides access to a 

growing market of over 300 million consumers. Its government is active-

ly pursuing pro-business reforms to attract foreign direct investment 

(FDI), making Tanzania a promising destination for long-term growth 

and profitability.

BACKGROUND

Tanzania, officially the United Republic of Tanzania, is located in East 

Africa and shares borders with eight countries, including Kenya, Uganda, 

and Zambia, as well as the Indian Ocean to the east. Covering an area of 

945,087 square kilometers, Tanzania is renowned for its rich biodiversity, 

iconic wildlife, and the world-famous Mount Kilimanjaro.

Tanzania’s economy is highly diversified, with agriculture, mining, tour-

ism, and manufacturing serving as the main drivers of growth. The coun-

try is Africa’s fourth-largest gold producer and is home to significant 

deposits of natural gas, rare earth minerals, and gemstones such as 

tanzanite. Additionally, Tanzania is a regional leader in agriculture, pro-

ducing crops like coffee, tea, tobacco, and cashew nuts. The govern-

ment is committed to infrastructure development, energy expansion, 

and fostering a favorable investment climate to promote sustainable 

economic growth.

KEY STATISTICS

 ◌ Population: ~65 million (2023).

 ◌ GDP: $85 billion (2023 estimate).

 ◌ GDP Growth: 5.2% in 2022, with robust growth projections for 2023 

and beyond.

 ◌ Corporate Tax Rate: 30%, with additional incentives for priority 

sectors.

 ◌ Natural Resources: Gold, natural gas, tanzanite, coal, nickel, and rare 

earth minerals.

 ◌ Arable Land: 44 million hectares, with only 24% currently utilized for 

agriculture.

 ◌ Tourism Contribution: ~17% of GDP, with over 1.5 million annual 

tourist arrivals (2023).

 ◌ Trade Agreements: Member of EAC, SADC, and African Continental 

Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN TANZANIA

Tanzania offers a wide range of benefits for foreign investors seeking 

opportunities in a rapidly growing economy:

Strategic Location

Tanzania serves as a gateway to East and Southern Africa, providing ac-

cess to landlocked countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and Zambia 

through its modern ports and transportation networks.

Abundant Natural Resources

Rich deposits of gold, natural gas, and gemstones, combined with vast 

agricultural land and wildlife, provide unparalleled opportunities for in-

vestment in natural resources and tourism.

Stable Political Environment

Tanzania is one of Africa’s most politically stable nations, with a long 

history of peaceful transitions of power and investor-friendly gover-

nance.

Growing Consumer Market

With a population of 65 million and rising urbanization, Tanzania offers a 

large and growing consumer base for goods and services.

Pro-Business Government Policies

The government has implemented reforms to reduce bureaucracy, pro-

tect investments, and create a favorable environment for foreign in-

vestors.

Membership in Regional Trade Blocs

Tanzania’s participation in the EAC, SADC, and AfCFTA provides investors 

with access to regional markets of over 1.3 billion consumers.

Vast Agricultural Potential

Tanzania’s fertile soil and favorable climate make it ideal for invest-

ments in agribusiness, irrigation, and agro-processing industries.

Tourism and Cultural Richness

Home to iconic destinations like Serengeti National Park, Mount Kili-

manjaro, and Zanzibar, Tanzania offers unparalleled opportunities for 

investments in tourism and hospitality.

Youthful Workforce

Over 60% of Tanzania’s population is under the age of 25, providing a 

youthful, dynamic, and trainable workforce.

Infrastructure Development

Major infrastructure projects, including roads, railways, and ports, are 

underway, creating opportunities for public-private partnerships (PPPs) 

and expanding connectivity.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Tanzania has established key agencies and institutions to promote in-

vestment and support economic growth:

Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC)

TIC is the primary government agency responsible for promoting and 

facilitating foreign direct investment. It provides information on oppor-

tunities, incentives, and regulatory guidance.

Website: https://www.tic.go.tz

Ministry of Industry, Trade, and Investment

This ministry oversees industrial development, trade policy, and invest-

ment promotion, providing support to foreign investors.

Website: https://www.mit.go.tz

Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation (TPDC)

TPDC facilitates investments in the oil, gas, and energy sectors, ensur-

ing sustainable development of natural resources.

Website: https://www.tpdc.co.tz

Tanzania Tourist Board (TTB)

TTB promotes tourism investments and provides support for the devel-

opment of tourism infrastructure and services.

Website: https://www.tanzaniatourism.go.tz
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Export Processing Zones Authority (EPZA)

EPZA manages special economic zones and export processing zones, 

offering tax incentives and duty-free imports for investors.

Website: https://www.epza.go.tz

Ministry of Agriculture

The ministry supports investments in agricultural production, irrigation 

systems, and value-added processing industries.

Website: https://www.kilimo.go.tz

Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA)

TRA facilitates tax compliance and provides guidance on tax incentives 

for foreign investors.

Website: https://www.tra.go.tz

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

The Tanzanian government provides a range of incentives to attract 

foreign investment and foster economic growth:

Tax Incentives

Reduced corporate tax rates and exemptions from VAT and import du-

ties for investments in priority sectors such as agriculture, manufactur-

ing, and energy.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs)

Investors in SEZs benefit from tax holidays, duty-free imports, and sim-

plified administrative procedures.

Investment Protection

Tanzania’s Investment Act guarantees the protection of foreign invest-

ments, including the right to repatriate profits and capital.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

Opportunities to collaborate with the government on large-scale infra-

structure and energy projects.

Export Incentives

Tax exemptions and financial support for businesses involved in ex-

port-oriented industries.

Fast-Track Business Registration

The Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) provides a one-stop shop for 

streamlined business registration and licensing.

Grants and Subsidies

Financial support for job creation, employee training, and investments in 

renewable energy and agribusiness.

Access to Regional Trade Agreements

Preferential access to regional markets through Tanzania’s membership 

in the EAC, SADC, and AfCFTA.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Tanzania’s economy offers diverse opportunities for investment across 

various sectors:

Agriculture and Agribusiness

Investments in irrigation systems, crop production, livestock farming, 

and agro-processing for export markets.

Energy and Renewable Energy

Opportunities in natural gas exploration, hydropower, solar energy, and 

wind energy projects to meet domestic and regional energy demands.

Mining and Natural Resources

Development of gold, tanzanite, rare earth minerals, and other valuable 

resources for domestic use and export.

Tourism and Hospitality

Investments in hotels, eco-tourism, adventure tourism, and cultural 

tourism to support Tanzania’s growing tourism industry.

Infrastructure Development

Public-private partnerships in roads, railways, ports, and airports to en-

hance trade and connectivity.

Manufacturing and Industrial Development

Establishing factories for textile production, food processing, construc-

tion materials, and consumer goods to meet domestic and regional 

demand.

Healthcare and Education

Private investments in hospitals, medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, 

and schools to support Tanzania’s growing population.

ICT and Digital Transformation

Investments in telecommunications, e-commerce, and digital services to 

support Tanzania’s growing digital economy.

CONCLUSION

Tanzania is a land of opportunity, offering a dynamic and growing econ-

omy, abundant natural resources, and a strategic location in East Africa. 

With its pro-investment policies, favorable tax incentives, and a commit-

ment to infrastructure development, Tanzania provides a fertile environ-

ment for foreign investors seeking long-term growth and profitability.

From agriculture and energy to mining and tourism, Tanzania offers 

unparalleled opportunities to partner in the country’s journey toward 

sustainable development and regional leadership. By investing in Tan-

zania, you become part of the transformation of one of Africa’s most 

promising economies.
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