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Investing in Nauru: 
A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Nauru, the smallest island nation in the world, is a Pacific gem offering 

unique opportunities for investors seeking to capitalize on its strategic 

location, close-knit community, and ongoing economic transformation. 

With a population of approximately 10,800 (2023 estimate) and a GDP 

of $125 million, Nauru is focused on sustainable development, infrastruc-

ture modernization, and diversifying its economy.

Despite its small size, Nauru’s strategic location in the Pacific Ocean 

and its growing emphasis on foreign investment create an attractive 

environment for businesses. The government is committed to fostering 

a business-friendly climate by implementing investor-focused policies 

and prioritizing infrastructure, renewable energy, tourism, and fisheries.

With a forward-looking vision for growth under the Nauru Sustainable 

Development Strategy (NSDS), investors can expect a stable, well-gov-

erned environment with promising opportunities in emerging sectors.

BACKGROUND

Nauru, located in the central Pacific Ocean, is a single island nation 

spanning just 21 square kilometers, making it the third smallest coun-

try in the world by land area. Historically reliant on phosphate mining, 

Nauru is now diversifying its economy, focusing on sustainable devel-

opment and leveraging its geographic location to attract international 

investment.

The Republic of Nauru gained independence in 1968 and has remained 

politically stable, with a focus on economic growth and environmental 

preservation. The government has prioritized partnerships with interna-

tional organizations and foreign investors to drive development in key 

sectors such as fisheries, renewable energy, tourism, and infrastructure.

Nauru’s membership in regional and global organizations, including the 

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), United Nations, and World Trade Organiza-

tion (WTO), ensures access to international markets and funding op-

portunities.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN NAURU

Strategic Location

Nauru’s position in the central Pacific Ocean provides access to major 

markets across Asia, Australia, and the Americas, making it an ideal hub 

for businesses engaged in trade, fisheries, and logistics.

Political Stability and Governance

Nauru is a politically stable democracy with a strong commitment to 

transparency and rule of law, ensuring a secure environment for in-

vestors.

Growing Focus on Economic Diversification

The government’s push to diversify the economy into non-phosphate 

sectors creates opportunities for investors in fisheries, tourism, renew-

able energy, and infrastructure.

Abundant Marine Resources

Nauru’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) spans 320,000 square kilometers, 

offering vast opportunities in commercial fishing, aquaculture, and ma-

rine conservation projects.

Business-Friendly Policies

The government is committed to simplifying business registration, re-

ducing bureaucracy, and providing incentives to attract foreign direct 

investment (FDI).

Commitment to Renewable Energy

Nauru is focused on achieving 100% renewable energy by 2050, creat-

ing opportunities for investments in solar, wind, and energy storage 

technologies.

Tourism Potential

Nauru’s unique geography, pristine beaches, and cultural heritage offer 

untapped opportunities for eco-tourism, adventure tourism, and luxury 

resorts.

International Partnerships

Nauru receives significant support from international development or-

ganizations, ensuring funding for infrastructure, green energy, and so-

cial projects, which creates opportunities for collaboration with private 

investors.

Skilled and Cooperative Workforce

Nauru’s small but skilled workforce, coupled with government initiatives 

to enhance education and training, ensures a productive labor market 

for industries such as fishing, tourism, and services.

Access to Regional Markets

As a member of the Pacific Islands Forum and the WTO, Nauru enjoys 

preferential trade agreements and access to regional markets in the 

Pacific and beyond.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Several government institutions and organizations facilitate investment 

and business development in Nauru:

Department of Finance:

Oversees economic policies, fiscal management, and foreign investment 

regulations.

Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority (NFMRA):

Manages and promotes sustainable fisheries, aquaculture, and marine 

resources projects.

Nauru Utilities Corporation (NUC):

Supports renewable energy investments and infrastructure develop-

ment.

Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and Environment (CIE):

Promotes economic development, trade, and sustainable business prac-

tices.

Nauru Tourism Authority (NTA):

Facilitates investments in tourism, including hospitality, eco-tourism, 

and cultural tourism projects.

Nauru Port Authority:

Oversees the modernization and expansion of port facilities, creating 

opportunities for logistics and trade.

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS):

Provides resources and funding opportunities for regional development 

projects involving Nauru.

Development Partners:

International organizations such as the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and Green Climate 

Fund (GCF) actively support investments in Nauru.
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INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

To attract foreign and domestic investment, the Nauruan government 

provides a variety of incentives:

Tax Benefits

Corporate Tax Exemptions: Tax holidays for businesses in priority sec-

tors, including fisheries, renewable energy, and tourism.

Import Duty Exemptions: For machinery, equipment, and materials used 

in approved projects.

Land Use Rights

Long-term leases for commercial, industrial, and tourism development 

projects at competitive rates.

Investment Protection

Legal protection under the Foreign Investment Act, ensuring profit re-

patriation, protection against expropriation, and access to international 

arbitration.

Energy Subsidies

Grants, subsidies, and feed-in tariffs for renewable energy projects un-

der the Nauru Energy Roadmap.

Export Incentives

Duty-free access to regional and global markets through trade agree-

ments and partnerships.

Tourism Development Incentives

Financial support for eco-friendly resorts, adventure tourism initiatives, 

and cultural heritage projects.

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Opportunities

Joint ventures with the government in infrastructure, energy, and fish-

eries projects.

Simplified Business Registration

Streamlined processes for setting up businesses and obtaining neces-

sary permits.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Fisheries and Aquaculture

Nauru’s vast exclusive economic zone offers significant opportunities 

in commercial fishing, seafood processing, and aquaculture, including 

sustainable tuna and reef fish farming.

Renewable Energy

The government’s commitment to renewable energy provides opportu-

nities in solar, wind, and battery storage projects, as well as energy-ef-

ficient technologies.

Tourism and Hospitality

Nauru’s unspoiled beaches, unique cultural experiences, and potential 

for eco-tourism present opportunities for luxury resorts, boutique ho-

tels, and adventure tourism businesses.

Infrastructure Development

Ongoing projects in port expansion, road improvement, and urban devel-

opment create opportunities for private-sector participation and PPPs.

Agriculture and Food Security

Investments in hydroponics, small-scale farming, and food processing 

can contribute to food security and export-driven agribusiness.

Technology and Innovation

Emerging opportunities in IT, telecommunications, and digital trans-

formation are supported by government initiatives to modernize infra-

structure.

Logistics and Trade

The modernization of Nauru’s port facilities and its strategic location 

in the Pacific make it ideal for investments in logistics, warehousing, 

and trade.

Healthcare and Education

Growing demand for improved healthcare and education services cre-

ates opportunities for private clinics, hospitals, and vocational training 

centers.

CONCLUSION

Nauru offers a unique and promising environment for investors, combin-

ing a strategic location, abundant marine resources, and a commitment 

to sustainable development. From its thriving fisheries and renewable 

energy sectors to its untapped tourism potential, Nauru provides di-

verse investment opportunities with the support of government incen-

tives and international partnerships.

The government’s focus on economic diversification, infrastructure mod-

ernization, and environmental sustainability ensures a stable and favor-

able climate for businesses. With competitive incentives, streamlined 

regulations, and access to regional markets, Nauru is poised to become 

a key player in the Pacific’s economic development.

Investing in Nauru is not just a business decision—it is an opportunity 

to contribute to the growth and prosperity of one of the Pacific’s most 

promising nations.
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