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Investing in Mali: 
A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Mali, a land of immense opportunity in West Africa, is a country with a 

rich cultural heritage, abundant natural resources, and a steadily grow-

ing economy. With a population of approximately 22 million (2023 esti-

mate) and a GDP of over $19 billion, Mali is one of the most promising 

investment destinations in Africa.

Strategically located at the crossroads of West Africa, Mali offers access 

to a market of over 400 million consumers in the Economic Community 

of West African States (ECOWAS). Known for its vast reserves of natural 

resources, fertile agricultural land, and emerging energy sector, Mali is 

actively positioning itself as a hub for investments in mining, agribusi-

ness, renewable energy, and infrastructure.

The government of Mali has prioritized foreign direct investment (FDI) 

as a key driver of economic growth. With investor-friendly policies, tax 

incentives, and a commitment to infrastructure development, Mali pro-

vides a stable and welcoming environment for businesses seeking long-

term growth and profitability.

BACKGROUND

Mali is a landlocked country in West Africa, sharing borders with seven 

nations, including Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, and Burkina Faso. Its capital, 

Bamako, is the political, economic, and cultural center of the country. 

Mali’s economy is largely driven by agriculture, mining, and trade.

Mali is the third-largest gold producer in Africa, with mining contributing 

significantly to its GDP and export earnings. Additionally, the country’s 

fertile plains along the Niger River make it a leader in the production of 

cotton, millet, and livestock. The government is actively diversifying the 

economy by promoting investments in renewable energy, infrastruc-

ture, and telecommunications.

As a member of ECOWAS and the West African Economic and Monetary 

Union (WAEMU), Mali enjoys preferential trade agreements and access 

to regional markets. The government’s development strategy, outlined 

in the Strategic Framework for Economic Recovery and Sustainable De-

velopment (CREDD), focuses on fostering private-sector growth, improv-

ing infrastructure, and enhancing agricultural productivity.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN MALI

Abundant Natural Resources

Mali is rich in natural resources, including gold, phosphates, bauxite, and 

uranium. The mining sector is a cornerstone of the economy, offering 

opportunities for exploration, extraction, and value-added processing.

Agricultural Potential

With approximately 43 million hectares of arable land, Mali is ideal for 

agribusiness investments. The country is a leading producer of cotton, 

rice, millet, and livestock, with significant opportunities in food process-

ing and export-oriented farming.

Strategic Location

Located at the heart of West Africa, Mali serves as a gateway to region-

al markets in ECOWAS, which comprises over 400 million consumers. 

Its trade routes connect to major ports in Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, and 

Ghana, enhancing export opportunities.

Government Support for FDI

The Malian government has implemented investor-friendly policies, in-

cluding tax incentives, simplified business registration processes, and 

strong legal protections for foreign investors.

Growing Energy Sector

Mali’s vast renewable energy potential, including solar, wind, and hydro-

power, creates opportunities for investments in clean energy projects to 

meet the country’s growing energy demand.

Access to Regional and Global Markets

Through its membership in ECOWAS, WAEMU, and preferential trade 

agreements, Mali provides duty-free access to regional and internation-

al markets.

Skilled Workforce

Mali has a young and dynamic workforce, particularly skilled in agricul-

ture, mining, and construction. Labor costs are competitive, providing a 

cost advantage for businesses.

Emerging Infrastructure Projects

The government is investing heavily in infrastructure development, in-

cluding roads, railways, and energy networks, creating opportunities for 

public-private partnerships (PPPs) and private-sector investments.

Cultural and Tourism Assets

Mali’s rich cultural heritage, including UNESCO World Heritage Sites like 

Timbuktu and Djenné, offers immense potential for eco-tourism and cul-

tural tourism investments.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Several government agencies and organizations are dedicated to facili-

tating investment and economic development in Mali:

Investment Promotion Agency of Mali (API-Mali):

The primary agency for promoting and facilitating foreign direct invest-

ment, offering guidance, incentives, and support to investors.

Ministry of Mines, Energy, and Water:

Oversees the mining and energy sectors, providing licenses, geological 

data, and support for resource-based investments.

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Fisheries:

Supports agribusiness investments through technical assistance, re-

source allocation, and market access facilitation.

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Mali (CCIM):

Provides networking opportunities, trade promotion, and advocacy for 

businesses operating in Mali.

National Renewable Energy Agency (ANER):

Promotes renewable energy projects and supports investments in solar, 

wind, and hydropower.

National Directorate of Industry (DNI):

Facilitates industrial development and provides support for manufactur-

ing and value-added processing investments.

Public-Private Partnership Support Unit (CAADP):

Oversees public-private partnerships in infrastructure, energy, and other 

key sectors.

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

The government of Mali offers a variety of incentives to attract foreign 

and domestic investment:

Tax Benefits

Corporate Tax Exemptions: Up to 8 years of tax holidays for investments 
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in priority sectors such as agriculture, mining, and renewable energy.

Reduced corporate tax rates for businesses operating in rural and un-

derdeveloped areas.

Customs Duty Exemptions

Duty-free importation of machinery, equipment, and raw materials for 

qualifying sectors such as manufacturing, agriculture, and energy.

Investment Protection

Legal protections under the Investment Code of Mali, ensuring repatri-

ation of profits, protection against expropriation, and access to interna-

tional arbitration.

Land Access

Long-term lease agreements for agricultural and industrial land at com-

petitive rates.

Renewable Energy Incentives

Subsidies, grants, and feed-in tariffs for solar, wind, and hydropower 

projects under Mali’s National Energy Policy.

Export Incentives

Duty-free and quota-free access to regional and international markets 

under ECOWAS, WAEMU, and global trade agreements.

Grants for Infrastructure Development

Co-financing opportunities for infrastructure projects in transport, ener-

gy, and telecommunications.

Fast-Track Business Setup

Simplified and transparent business registration processes managed 

by API-Mali.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs):

Opportunities to collaborate with the government on large-scale proj-

ects in infrastructure, energy, and healthcare.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Mining and Natural Resources

Mali’s rich mineral deposits, including gold, phosphate, and lithium, pres-

ent opportunities for exploration, extraction, and value-added process-

ing.

Agriculture and Agribusiness

With its vast arable land and water resources, Mali offers opportuni-

ties in large-scale farming, agro-processing, horticulture, and livestock 

production.

Renewable Energy

The country’s abundant sunshine and rivers create opportunities for in-

vestments in solar farms, wind energy, and hydropower projects.

Infrastructure Development

The government’s focus on modernizing infrastructure creates oppor-

tunities for investments in roads, railways, airports, and urban devel-

opment.

Tourism and Hospitality

Mali’s unique cultural heritage, ancient cities, and natural landscapes 

provide opportunities for eco-tourism, luxury resorts, and cultural tour-

ism projects.

Manufacturing and Industry

Mali’s growing population and access to regional markets make it an 

ideal location for light manufacturing, textiles, and construction mate-

rials.

ICT and Digital Economy

Mali’s emerging ICT sector offers opportunities in telecommunications, 

digital transformation, and e-commerce platforms.

Healthcare and Education

The demand for quality healthcare and education services creates op-

portunities for private hospitals, clinics, schools, and vocational training 

centers.

CONCLUSION

Mali is a land of immense potential, offering investors a stable and 

business-friendly environment with abundant opportunities across di-

verse sectors. From mining and agriculture to renewable energy and 

infrastructure, Mali’s natural resources, strategic location, and growing 

markets make it a compelling destination for foreign direct investment.

The government’s commitment to fostering private-sector growth, 

improving infrastructure, and promoting sustainable development en-

sures long-term profitability for businesses. With its youthful workforce, 

competitive investment incentives, and access to regional and global 

markets, Mali is poised to become a leading investment destination in 

West Africa.

Now is the time to invest in Mali and contribute to its journey toward 

economic transformation and sustainable development.
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