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Investing in Maldives: 
A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

The Maldives, a tropical paradise in the Indian Ocean, is a thriving nation 

known for its unmatched natural beauty, vibrant tourism industry, and 

growing economy. With a population of approximately 530,000 (2023 

estimate) and a GDP of over $6 billion, the Maldives is one of South 

Asia’s most attractive destinations for foreign investment.

Its strategic location along global shipping routes, combined with its 

world-renowned tourism sector, offers immense opportunities for in-

vestors. The Maldivian government is actively encouraging foreign direct 

investment (FDI) through investor-friendly policies, tax incentives, and 

infrastructure development initiatives. With a focus on sustainability, re-

newable energy, and economic diversification, the Maldives is emerging 

as a lucrative destination for global investors.

BACKGROUND

The Maldives is an archipelago of 1,192 coral islands grouped into 26 

atolls, located in the Indian Ocean. Its capital, Malé, serves as the po-

litical and economic hub of the country. The Maldives is famous for its 

pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, and vibrant marine life, making it 

a global leader in luxury tourism.

Tourism is the backbone of the Maldivian economy, contributing over 

28% of GDP and accounting for 60% of foreign exchange earnings. Other 

key sectors include fisheries, construction, and transportation. The gov-

ernment is actively diversifying the economy by promoting investments 

in renewable energy, real estate, healthcare, and ICT.

The Maldives is committed to sustainability and environmental pres-

ervation, making it an ideal destination for eco-friendly and green 

investments. Its strategic location along international shipping lanes 

also positions it as a regional hub for logistics and trade. The Maldives 

Strategic Action Plan 2019–2023 outlines the government’s vision for 

sustainable development, focusing on infrastructure, economic diversifi-

cation, and private-sector growth.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN THE MALDIVES

Booming Tourism Industry

The Maldives is a global leader in luxury and eco-tourism, attracting over 

1.7 million tourists annually (2023 estimate). Its high-end resorts, unique 

underwater experiences, and growing demand for sustainable tourism 

create unparalleled opportunities for investors in hospitality and leisure.

Strategic Location

Located along major international shipping routes, the Maldives offers 

strategic access to markets in South Asia, the Middle East, and East Af-

rica. Its geographic position makes it a prime location for trade, logistics, 

and transport-related investments.

Investor-Friendly Policies

The Maldivian government actively promotes foreign investment 

through streamlined business registration, 100% foreign ownership in 

most sectors, and attractive tax incentives.

Sustainability Focus

The Maldives is committed to becoming a carbon-neutral nation and 

actively supports investments in renewable energy, eco-friendly infra-

structure, and sustainable tourism.

Political and Economic Stability

The Maldives enjoys political stability and consistent economic growth, 

supported by its strong tourism sector and government-led develop-

ment initiatives.

Access to Regional and Global Markets

As a member of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) and World Trade Organization (WTO), the Maldives offers pref-

erential trade access to regional and international markets.

Tax Advantages

The Maldives has no personal income tax, capital gains tax, or wealth 

tax. Corporate tax is competitive, and businesses in certain sectors en-

joy tax holidays and duty exemptions.

Emerging Sectors

The government is diversifying the economy by promoting investments 

in high-potential sectors such as renewable energy, ICT, education, and 

healthcare.

High-Quality Infrastructure

The Maldives boasts modern infrastructure, including international air-

ports, seaports, and resorts, with ongoing investments in smart cities, 

renewable energy, and digital transformation.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Several government agencies and organizations facilitate investment 

and economic development in the Maldives:

Ministry of Economic Development (MED):

Oversees investment policies, business registration, and economic de-

velopment initiatives.

Maldives Investment Board (MIB):

The primary agency for promoting and facilitating foreign direct invest-

ment, offering guidance and support to investors.

Ministry of Tourism:

Regulates the tourism sector and supports investments in resorts, 

guesthouses, and eco-tourism projects.

Maldives Transport and Contracting Company (MTCC):

Facilitates infrastructure development and investment in transport and 

logistics.

Maldives Monetary Authority (MMA):

Regulates the financial sector and ensures monetary stability, providing 

guidance on financial regulations for investors.

Housing Development Corporation (HDC):

Promotes urban development projects, including smart cities and hous-

ing, offering opportunities for real estate investors.

Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources, and Agriculture:

Facilitates investments in fisheries, aquaculture, and agriculture to en-

hance food security and exports.

Maldives Energy Authority (MEA):

Promotes renewable energy projects and supports investments in solar, 

wind, and other green energy solutions.

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

The Maldivian government offers a range of incentives to attract foreign 

and domestic investment:

Tax Benefits

Corporate Tax Holidays: Up to 10 years of tax exemption for investments 

in priority sectors such as tourism, renewable energy, and ICT.
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No personal income tax, capital gains tax, or wealth tax.

Duty Exemptions

Exemptions on import duties for construction materials, machinery, and 

equipment used in tourism, infrastructure, and renewable energy proj-

ects.

Land Leases

Long-term land leases for resorts, industrial zones, and urban develop-

ment projects, providing security for investors.

100% Foreign Ownership

Foreign investors can own 100% of businesses in most sectors, including 

tourism, real estate, and renewable energy.

Investment Protection

Legal protections under the Foreign Investment Act ensure repatriation 

of profits, protection against expropriation, and access to international 

arbitration.

Incentives for Renewable Energy

Subsidies and grants for green energy projects, including solar farms, 

wind energy, and energy-efficient infrastructure.

Fast-Track Business Setup

Simplified and transparent business registration processes through the 

Ministry of Economic Development (MED).

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs):

Opportunities to collaborate with the government on large-scale proj-

ects in infrastructure, healthcare, and renewable energy.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs):

Investors in SEZs benefit from tax holidays, customs exemptions, and 

access to world-class infrastructure.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Tourism and Hospitality

The Maldives remains a global leader in luxury tourism, offering oppor-

tunities in high-end resorts, boutique guesthouses, underwater hotels, 

and eco-tourism ventures.

Renewable Energy

The Maldives is committed to achieving carbon neutrality and offers 

immense potential for investments in solar farms, wind energy, and 

energy storage solutions.

Real Estate and Urban Development

Urbanization and population growth create opportunities for invest-

ments in housing, smart cities, and commercial real estate.

Fisheries and Aquaculture

The Maldives’ rich marine resources provide opportunities in sustainable 

fishing, aquaculture, and seafood exports.

ICT and Digital Transformation

The government’s focus on digitalization and e-governance creates op-

portunities in fintech, e-commerce, cloud computing, and telecommu-

nications.

Healthcare and Education

Growing demand for quality healthcare and education services offers 

opportunities for private hospitals, clinics, schools, and vocational train-

ing institutes.

Transport and Logistics

The Maldives’ reliance on maritime and air transport creates opportuni-

ties for investments in ports, shipping, and logistics hubs.

Green and Sustainable Projects

Investors can capitalize on the Maldives’ commitment to sustainability 

by developing eco-friendly resorts, green buildings, and renewable en-

ergy projects.

CONCLUSION

The Maldives is a land of unparalleled opportunity, offering a stable, 

business-friendly environment with immense potential across diverse 

sectors. From luxury tourism and renewable energy to real estate and 

digital transformation, the Maldives provides a fertile ground for invest-

ment.

The government’s commitment to sustainability, economic diversifi-

cation, and private-sector growth ensures long-term profitability for 

businesses. With its strategic location, investor-friendly policies, and 

high-quality infrastructure, the Maldives is poised to remain a global 

leader in investment and development.

Now is the time to invest in the Maldives and contribute to its journey 

toward sustainable growth and economic prosperity.
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