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Investing in Kiribati: 
A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Kiribati, a stunning island nation located in the central Pacific Ocean, is 

a hidden gem for investment opportunities. Comprising 33 coral atolls 

and reef islands, Kiribati spans over 3.5 million square kilometers of 

ocean, making it one of the largest exclusive economic zones (EEZ) in 

the world. With a population of approximately 123,000 (2023 estimate) 

and an economy driven by fisheries, tourism, and development projects, 

Kiribati offers untapped potential for investors seeking opportunities in 

sustainable industries, blue economy initiatives, and renewable energy.

Kiribati’s unique geographic location, pristine natural resources, and 

government-backed efforts to foster economic development make it a 

destination ripe for investment in emerging and sustainable markets.

BACKGROUND

Kiribati is situated along the equator and is made up of three island 

groups: the Gilbert Islands, the Phoenix Islands, and the Line Islands. Its 

capital, South Tarawa, serves as the political and economic hub. While 

Kiribati’s economy is modest, it is enriched by its vast maritime resourc-

es, cultural richness, and strategic location.

Kiribati’s economy is primarily based on subsistence agriculture, artis-

anal fishing, and remittances from overseas workers. The country also 

benefits from its fisheries sector, which generates income from licens-

ing agreements within its extensive exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 

Additionally, Kiribati has committed to ambitious development initia-

tives focusing on sustainability, climate resilience, and infrastructure 

improvement under its Kiribati Vision 20 (KV20) strategy.

The KV20 strategy emphasizes turning Kiribati into a hub for the blue 

economy, tourism, and renewable energy while fostering private-sector 

growth to diversify its economy.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN KIRIBATI

Vast Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

Kiribati’s EEZ spans over 3.5 million square kilometers, making it one of 

the largest in the world. This provides significant opportunities in fisher-

ies, aquaculture, and marine-based industries.

Strategic Location

Kiribati’s location in the central Pacific positions it as a gateway for 

trade and connectivity between Asia, Oceania, and the Americas. Its 

proximity to major shipping routes enhances its potential as a logistics 

and transport hub.

Abundant Natural Resources

Kiribati’s pristine marine environment is home to rich fish stocks, biodi-

versity, and opportunities for sustainable development in fisheries and 

eco-tourism.

Blue Economy Potential

The government’s focus on developing the blue economy creates op-

portunities for sustainable investments in marine industries, renewable 

energy, and circular economy projects.

Tourism Opportunities

Kiribati’s untouched beaches, world-class diving sites, and unique cul-

tural heritage offer immense potential for eco-tourism, luxury resorts, 

and adventure tourism. The Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA), a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, is one of the largest marine protected 

areas globally, attracting environmental tourism.

Government Commitment to Development

The government of Kiribati, under the KV20 strategy, actively supports 

foreign investment to promote economic growth, sustainability, and cli-

mate resilience.

Tax-Free Environment

Kiribati offers a tax-free environment for certain industries, particularly 

in tourism and fisheries, making it highly attractive for investors seeking 

long-term profitability.

Sustainability and Climate Initiatives

As one of the countries most committed to addressing climate change, 

Kiribati offers opportunities for investment in renewable energy, sus-

tainable infrastructure, and climate-resilient development projects.

Political Stability

Kiribati enjoys a stable political environment, with the government ac-

tively fostering international partnerships and promoting sustainable 

economic growth.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Several government agencies and organizations are dedicated to facili-

tating investment in Kiribati:

Kiribati Investment Promotion Center (KIPC):

The primary agency supporting foreign and domestic investors, provid-

ing guidance on market entry, incentives, and regulations.

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development 

(MFMRD):

Oversees the management and promotion of Kiribati’s fisheries and 

marine industries.

Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and Cooperatives (MCIC):

Focuses on promoting private-sector development, trade, and invest-

ment opportunities.

Kiribati National Tourism Office (KNTO):

Promotes tourism development and supports investors in the hospital-

ity and eco-tourism sectors.

Kiribati Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI):

Provides a platform for investors to connect with local businesses and 

gain insights into the Kiribati market.

Ministry of Infrastructure and Sustainable Energy (MISE):

Facilitates investments in renewable energy, sustainable infrastructure, 

and climate-resilient projects.

Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA) Trust:

Supports investments in environmental conservation, eco-tourism, and 

marine sustainability projects.

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

Kiribati offers a variety of incentives to attract foreign and domestic 

investment:

Tax Exemptions

Tax-free operations for businesses in tourism, fisheries, and renewable 

energy for a specified period.
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Land Leasing Opportunities

Long-term land leases are available at competitive rates, particularly for 

tourism and industrial projects.

Customs Exemptions

Exemptions on import duties for machinery, equipment, and materials 

used in sustainable development projects.

Investment Protection

Kiribati guarantees the protection of foreign investments under its legal 

framework and international agreements.

Blue Economy Incentives

Subsidies and grants are available for projects focused on marine con-

servation, fisheries, and aquaculture.

Tourism Development Support

The government actively supports tourism projects through grants, in-

frastructure development, and marketing assistance.

Renewable Energy Incentives

Financial support and feed-in tariffs for renewable energy projects, in-

cluding solar, wind, and wave energy initiatives.

Public-Private Partnership Opportunities

The government encourages public-private partnerships (PPPs) in infra-

structure, energy, and tourism projects, offering co-financing and tech-

nical support.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Fisheries and Aquaculture

Kiribati’s vast EEZ offers significant opportunities in sustainable fisher-

ies, aquaculture, and fish processing industries. Licensing agreements 

provide access to abundant fish stocks, particularly tuna.

Eco-Tourism and Hospitality

With its unspoiled beaches, marine biodiversity, and cultural heritage, 

Kiribati offers immense potential for eco-tourism, luxury resorts, and 

adventure tourism. The Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA) is a prime 

attraction for environmentally-conscious travelers.

Renewable Energy

Kiribati’s commitment to achieving 100% renewable energy by 2030 cre-

ates opportunities in solar, wind, and wave energy projects, as well as 

energy storage solutions.

Infrastructure Development

Investments in sustainable infrastructure, including ports, airports, and 

housing, are highly encouraged under the KV20 strategy.

Marine and Environmental Conservation

Kiribati’s focus on marine conservation offers opportunities for investors 

in research, sustainable fishing, and environmental tourism.

Agriculture and Food Security

With a growing need for food security, Kiribati presents opportunities 

in hydroponics, aquaponics, and sustainable agriculture technologies.

Cultural and Creative Industries

Kiribati’s rich cultural heritage provides opportunities for investors in 

cultural tourism, arts, and traditional crafts.

Logistics and Connectivity

Kiribati’s strategic location along Pacific trade routes creates opportuni-

ties in logistics, shipping, and connectivity services.

CONCLUSION

Kiribati is a nation of immense potential, offering investors a unique 

combination of natural beauty, abundant resources, and a government 

committed to sustainable development. With its strategic location, vast 

EEZ, and focus on the blue economy, Kiribati provides opportunities in 

fisheries, tourism, renewable energy, and infrastructure development.

The government’s proactive approach to fostering investment through 

incentives, partnerships, and regulatory support ensures a busi-

ness-friendly environment for foreign and domestic investors.

Now is the time to invest in Kiribati and be part of its journey toward 

sustainable economic growth and global recognition as a leader in the 

blue economy and climate resilience.
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