Investing in lvory Coast (Cote d'lvoire):

A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Cote d'lvoire, commonly known as the Ivory Coast, is one of Africa's
fastest-growing economies, offering a wealth of opportunities for both
domestic and international investors. With a population of over 28 mil-
lion (2023 estimate) and a GDP of approximately $80 billion, Cote d'lvo-
ire is the largest economy in the West African Economic and Monetary
Union (WAEMU).

Strategically located in West Africa, the country is a regional hub for
trade, logistics, and finance, boasting a stable political environment and
a rapidly growing middle class. Known for its agricultural exports, in-
frastructure development, and business-friendly policies, Cote d'lvoire
is a prime destination for investors seeking high returns in emerging
markets.

BACKGROUND

Cote d'lvoire is located on the West African coast and shares borders
with Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, and Liberia. Its capital, Yamous-
soukro, serves as the political and administrative center, while Abidjan is
the country's economic powerhouse and a major regional hub.

Since 2012, Cote d'lvoire has experienced sustained economic growth,
averaging over 7% annually, making it one of the fastest-growing econ-
omies in Africa. It is the world's largest producer of cocoa, accounting
for over 40% of global production, and a significant exporter of coffee,
cashew nuts, and rubber,

The country has made significant investments in infrastructure, ener-
gy, and telecommunications to support its economic transformation. Its
membership in WAEMU and its use of the CFA franc, a stable currency
pegged to the euro, further enhance its attractiveness to foreign in-
vestars,

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN COTE D'IVOIRE

Strategic Geographic Location

Situated in the heart of West Africa, Cote d'lvoire serves as a gate-
way to a market of over 400 million people in the ECOWAS (Economic
Community of West African States) region. Its modern port facilities,
including the Port of Abidjan, are among the largest and most efficient
in Africa.

Rapid Economic Growth

Cote d'lvoire's economy has grown at an average rate of 7% per year
over the past decade, driven by strong performance in agriculture, in-
frastructure, and services. This sustained growth provides a stable and
dynamic environment for investment.

Abundant Natural Resources

The country is rich in natural resources, including cocoa, coffee, cashews,
rubber, gold, oil, and natural gas. These resources create significant op-
portunities for investment in agriculture, mining, and energy sectars.

Business-Friendly Environment

The Ivorian government has implemented reforms to improve the ease
of doing business, including streamlined business registration pro-
cesses, tax incentives, and investment protections. Cote d'lvoire ranks
among the top reforming economies in Africa.

Skilled and Young Workforce

With over 60% of the population under the age of 25, Cote d'lvoire
boasts a young, dynamic, and trainable workforce ready to support in-
dustries across various sectors.

Disclaimer:

Political and Economic Stability

Cote d'lvoire has enjoyed political stability and strong governance in re-
cent years, creating a secure environment for investors. Its membership
in WAEMU ensures monetary stability through the use of the CFA franc,

Infrastructure Development

The government's ambitious infrastructure program includes invest-
ments in transportation, energy, water, and telecommunications, creat-
ing opportunities for public-private partnerships (PPPs).

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Several government agencies and organizations are dedicated to facili-
tating investment in Cote d'lvoire:

»  Centre de Promotion des Investissements en Cote d'lvoire (CEPICI):

»  The primary investment promotion agency, assisting investors with
project approvals, permits, and incentives.

»  Ministry of Economy and Finance:

»  QOversees fiscal policies and provides guidance on financing and in-
vestment policies.

»  Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Céte d'Ivoire (CCI-CI):

»  Offers networking opportunities, market insights, and business sup-
port services to investors.

»  Agence de Gestion et de Développement des Infrastructures Indus-
trielles (AGEDI):

»  Facilitates industrial development and provides infrastructure for
businesses.

»  Ministry of Mines, Petroleum, and Energy:

»  Promotes investment in mining, oil, and energy projects.

»  National Bureau for Technical Studies and Development (BNETD):

»  Supports infrastructure projects and provides technical expertise for
investars,

»  Ivorian Customs Administration:

»  Ensures smooth trade processes and provides information on cus-
toms exemptions and trade facilitation measures.

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

Cote d'lvoire offers a wide range of incentives to attract foreign and
domestic investment:

Tax Exemptions and Reductions

Tax holidays of up to 5-10 years for companies investing in priority sec-
tors such as agriculture, manufacturing, and technology.

Customs Benefits

Exemptions on import duties and VAT for machinery, equipment, and
raw materials used in production.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs):

Businesses operating in SEZs enjoy tax exemptions, customs advantag-
es, and access to world-class infrastructure.

Investment Protections

Guarantees against expropriation and full repatriation of profits, divi-
dends, and capital for foreign investors.

PPP Opportunities

The government actively promotes public-private partnerships in infra-
structure, energy, and transportation projects.

Access to Regional Markets

As a member of ECOWAS, Cote d'lvoire provides tariff-free access to a
market of over 400 million consumers.
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Financing Support REFERENCES

Access to financing and guarantees through institutions such as the Centre de Promotion des Investissements en Cote d'lvoire (CEPICI) -

African Development Bank (AfDB) and WAEMU regional banks. ) WWW.cepici.gouv.ci
Support for SMEs <:  Ministry of Economy and Finance - www.finances.gouv.ci
Incentives and grants for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) invalved Dhumber of Commerce and Industry of Cote d'lvoire (CCI-CI) - www.
in innovation, agriculture, and industrial development. ca

2: National Bureau for Technical Studies and Development (BNETD) -
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS | wbnetdd

. . . African Development Bank (AfDB) - www.afdb.or
Agriculture and Agribusiness . [ - wiww.ido.org

Cote d'lvaire is the world's largest producer of cocoa and a leading ex-
porter of coffee, cashew nuts, and rubber. Opportunities exist in val-
ue-added processing, agritech, and export-oriented agribusiness.

World Bank - Cote d'lvoire Economic Overview (2023)

International Monetary Fund (IMF) - Cote d'Ivaire Reparts (2023)

Energy and Renewables

The government aims to increase energy production and diversify its
energy mix. Investments in solar, wind, hydroelectric, and natural gas
projects are highly encouraged.

Infrastructure Development

Cote d'lvoire's ambitious infrastructure plans include transportation,
housing, water, and telecommunications projects, creating opportuni-
ties for construction, engineering, and PPPs.

Mining and Natural Resources

The country has significant reserves of gold, manganese, nickel, and
bauxite. Investors can explore opportunities in mining exploration and
processing.

Manufacturing

With a growing middle class, Cote d'lvoire offers opportunities in manu-
facturing sectors such as textiles, construction materials, pharmaceuti-
cals, and consumer goods.

Technology and Innovation

The government is promoting digital transformation, creating opportu-
nities in IT services, fintech, and telecommunications.

Tourism and Hospitality

Cote d'lvoire's diverse cultural heritage, national parks, and coastal at-
tractions make it a prime destination for tourism investments, including
eco-tourism and luxury resorts.

Healthcare and Education

With a growing population, investments in healthcare infrastructure,
medical equipment, and educational institutions are highly lucrative.

CONCLUSION

Cote d'lvoire is a land of immense opportunity, offering investors access
to one of the fastest-growing and most dynamic economies in Africa.
With its strategic location, abundant natural resources, and govern-
ment-backed incentives, Cote d'lvaire is an ideal destination far invest-
ment across diverse sectors.

From agriculture to energy, infrastructure to technology, Cote d'lvoire
provides a business-friendly environment that fosters growth and inno-
vation. The government's commitment to economic transformation, cou-
pled with its stable political climate and strong regional links, ensures
long-term success for investors.

Now is the time to invest in Cote d'lvoire and be part of its remarkable
journey toward becoming a leading economic powerhouse in Africa.
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