Investing in Haiti:

A Comprehensive Report

INTRODUCTION

Haiti, the first independent black nation in the world, is a land of vast
potential and opportunities. Located in the Caribbean region, Haiti is
strategically positioned to serve as a gateway to the Americas. With
a resilient and entrepreneurial population, rich cultural heritage, and
abundant natural resources, Haiti is poised for economic growth. This re-
port highlights the benefits of investing in Haiti, the incentives available
for investors, and the opportunities across various sectors.

BACKGROUND

Haiti, officially known as the Republic of Haiti, shares the island of His-
paniola with the Dominican Republic. With a population of approximate-
ly 12 million (2023 estimate) and a land area of 27,750 square kilome-
ters, Haiti is the third-largest country in the Caribbean by population. Its
capital, Port-au-Prince, serves as the economic and administrative hub.

Haiti's economy is characterized by a growing private sector, a vibrant
small-business culture, and significant untapped potential in key indus-
tries such as agriculture, tourism, and energy. As a member of the Ca-
ribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Association of Caribbean States
[ACS), Haiti enjoys preferential trade access to regional and global mar-
kets, making it an ideal destination for investors seeking to expand
their operations.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN HAITI

Strategic Location

Haiti's central location in the Caribbean region provides access to ma-
jor international markets, including North America, South America, and
Europe. Its proximity to the United States, just 1.5 hours by plane from
Miami, makes it an ideal hub for trade and logistics.

Abundant Natural Resources

Haiti is endowed with fertile land, mineral resources, and a favorable
climate. The agriculture sector benefits from rich soils, while the mining
industry has significant deposits of gold, copper, and bauxite. These
resources are largely untapped, presenting immense opportunities for
investors.

Young, Dynamic Workforce

With over 60% of the population under the age of 30, Haiti boasts a
young, energetic, and entrepreneurial workforce. The government has
invested in vocational training and education to enhance the skill set
of its labor farce.

Government Commitment to Economic Growth

The Haitian government has implemented pro-business reforms to at-
tract foreign and domestic investment. These include streamlined busi-
ness registration processes, tax incentives, and the establishment of in-
dustrial parks to support manufacturing and export-oriented industries.

Preferential Trade Agreements

Haiti benefits from trade agreements such as the Hemispheric Oppor-
tunity through Partnership Encouragement Act (HOPE) and the Haitian
Economic Lift Program (HELP), which allow duty-free access to the U.S.
market for Haitian-made goods. Additionally, as a member of CARICOM,
Haiti enjoys access to regional markets.

Tourism Potential

Haiti's pristine beaches, historical sites, and vibrant cultural traditions
make it an attractive destination for tourism development. The gov-
ernment has prioritized investments in infrastructure to support the
growth of this sector,

Disclaimer:

RELEVANT AGENCIES

To facilitate investments, Haiti has established several agencies and
institutions to support investors:

»  Center for Investment Facilitation (CFI):

»  Serves as a one-stop shop for investors, offering support with busi-
ness registration, permits, and access to incentives.

»  Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MCI):

»  Oversees trade policies and promotes investment in key sectors such
as manufacturing and agriculture,

»  Haiti Development Agency:

»  Focuses on infrastructure development and public-private partner-
ships.

»  Haitian Customs Administration:

»  Provides guidance on customs regulations and facilitates the import
and export of goods.

»  Haitian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCIH):

»  Offers networking opportunities and market insights for businesses
operating in Haiti,

»  Industrial Development Company (SONAPI):

»  Manages industrial parks and supports export-oriented industries.

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

Haiti offers a range of incentives to attract both foreign and domestic

investors, including:

Tax Benefits:

»  Corporate tax exemptions for up to 15 years in certain industries.

»  Reduced income tax rates for businesses operating in priority sec-
tors.

Customs Exemptions:

»  Duty-free import of machinery, equipment, and raw materials for in-
dustrial and agricultural purposes.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs):

» Investors in SEZs enjoy reduced tax rates, customs exemptions, and
access to infrastructure.

Access to Industrial Parks:

»  The Caracol Industrial Park and other facilities provide investors with
ready-to-use infrastructure and logistical support.

Repatriation of Profits:

» Investors are allowed to repatriate profits, dividends, and capital
without restrictions.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs):

»  The government encourages PPPs in areas such as energy, infra-
structure, and tourism, offering opportunities for collaboration.
»  Opportunities for Investors

Agriculture and Agribusiness

»  Haiti's fertile land and favorable climate make it ideal for agricultural
production. Opportunities exist in the cultivation of cash crops such
as coffee, mangoes, and cocoa, as well as agro-processing for export.

Tourism and Hospitality

»  Haiti's unique cultural heritage, beautiful beaches, and historical
landmarks provide significant potential for eco-tourism, luxury re-
sorts, and adventure tourism. Investments in hotel development,
transportation, and tourism services are highly encouraged.
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Renewable Energy

»  The government is prioritizing investments in renewable energy, in-
cluding solar, wind, and hydroelectric power. With its abundant sun-
shine, Haiti is particularly well-suited for solar energy projects.

Manufacturing and Export

»  Haiti's duty-free access to the U.S. and regional markets makes it an
ideal location for light manufacturing, including textiles, apparel, and
footwear, The country's industrial parks provide the necessary infra-
structure for export-oriented businesses.

Infrastructure Development

»  Opportunities exist in road construction, port development, and hous-
ing projects. Infrastructure improvements are key to supporting Hai-
ti's growing economy.

Mining

»  Haiti's mineral resources, including gold, copper, and bauxite, remain
largely untapped. Investors in the mining sector can benefit from the
country's wealth of natural resources.

» Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

»  With increasing internet penetration and a growing demand for digi-
tal services, the ICT sector offers opportunities in telecommunica-
tions, software development, and e-commerce.

CONCLUSION

Haiti is a land of opportunity, offering investors access to untapped
markets, abundant resources, and a young, dynamic workforce. The
government's commitment to economic development, combined with
favorable trade agreements and investment incentives, makes Haiti an
attractive destination for businesses seeking growth in the Caribbean
region.

From agriculture to tourism, renewable energy to manufacturing, Haiti
presents a diverse range of opportunities for investors. By partnering
with Haiti's government and its people, investors can not only achieve
significant returns but also contribute to the country's sustainable de-
velopment and economic transformation.

Now is the time to invest in Haiti and be part of its success story.
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