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Investing in Guinea-Bissau:
Unlocking Opportunities in West Africa’s Hidden Gem

STATISTICS

 ◌ Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Approximately $1.47 billion USD (2020 

estimate).

 ◌ GDP Growth Rate: Projected growth of 4.5% for 2021, indicating a 

positive economic outlook.

 ◌ Population: Over 1.9 million people.

 ◌ Official Language: Portuguese.

 ◌ Currency: West African CFA Franc (XOF).

 ◌ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): FDI inflows have shown a steady 

increase, reflecting growing investor interest.

 ◌ Memberships: 

 ◌ United Nations (UN)

 ◌ African Union (AU)

 ◌ Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

 ◌ Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

 ◌ Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP)

 ◌ West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA)

 ◌ Time Zone: Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), UTC+0.

 ◌ Natural Resources: Abundant in cashew nuts, fisheries, agriculture, 

phosphate, bauxite, timber, and petroleum potential.

INTRODUCTION

Guinea-Bissau, a picturesque country located on the West African coast, 

is emerging as a promising destination for investment. Known for its 

stunning archipelago of islands, rich cultural heritage, and warm hospi-

tality, Guinea-Bissau offers a unique blend of natural beauty and eco-

nomic potential. As a member of key regional and international orga-

nizations, the country is strategically positioned to facilitate trade and 

investment across West Africa and beyond.

With a strong focus on economic diversification and sustainable devel-

opment, Guinea-Bissau presents numerous opportunities for investors. 

The government’s commitment to creating an enabling environment 

for business, coupled with its abundant natural resources and youth-

ful population, makes Guinea-Bissau an attractive destination for those 

looking to capitalize on untapped markets. This comprehensive report 

highlights the positive aspects and opportunities available for investors 

seeking to explore Guinea-Bissau’s promising market.

BACKGROUND

Since gaining independence in 1973, Guinea-Bissau has been dedicat-

ed to fostering economic growth and improving the livelihoods of its 

citizens. The country boasts a wealth of natural resources, including 

vast agricultural lands, rich fisheries, and untapped mineral deposits. 

Agriculture and fishing are the mainstays of the economy, with cashew 

nuts being the primary export commodity.

Guinea-Bissau’s strategic coastal location provides access to the Atlan-

tic Ocean, making it an ideal hub for maritime trade. The country is also 

part of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA), which 

promotes economic integration and the use of a common currency, the 

CFA Franc, ensuring monetary stability and ease of transactions within 

the region.

The government is actively pursuing policies to attract foreign invest-

ment, improve infrastructure, and promote sustainable development. 

Initiatives aimed at enhancing the business environment, such as sim-

plifying administrative procedures and offering investment incentives, 

demonstrate Guinea-Bissau’s commitment to becoming a competitive 

destination for investors.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN GUINEA-BISSAU

Abundant Natural Resources

 » Agricultural Potential: 

 » Fertile land suitable for a variety of crops, including cashew nuts, rice, 

coconut, palm oil, and fruits.

 » Opportunities in organic farming and agribusiness to meet global de-

mand for quality produce.

 » Fisheries: 

 » Rich fishing grounds along the coast and within the Bijagós Archipel-

ago offer opportunities in commercial fishing and seafood process-

ing.

 » Mineral Resources: 

 » Untapped reserves of phosphate, bauxite, and potential for petro-

leum exploration.

Strategic Geographic Location

 » Gateway to West Africa: 

 » Access to a regional market of over 350 million consumers within 

ECOWAS.

 » Coastal location with deep-water ports facilitating international mar-

itime trade.

 » Connectivity: 

 » Proximity to Europe and the Americas, providing logistical advantag-

es for export-oriented businesses.

Investment-Friendly Policies and Incentives

 » Legal Framework Encouraging Investment: 

 » Investment Code offering tax incentives, customs exemptions, and 

legal protections for investors.

 » Simplification of procedures for business registration and acquisition 

of licenses.

 » Membership in UEMOA: 

 » Use of the CFA Franc, a stable currency pegged to the Euro, ensuring 

monetary stability.

 » Harmonized economic policies and regulations within member coun-

tries.

Growing Economy and Market Potential

 » Economic Growth: 

 » Positive GDP growth driven by agriculture, trade, and services sectors.

 » Increasing domestic demand for goods and services as the economy 

expands.

 » Young and Dynamic Workforce: 

 » A youthful population eager to engage in new opportunities and con-

tribute to economic development.

 » Availability of labor force for various industries.

Untapped Sectors and Opportunities

 » Renewable Energy: 

 » High potential for solar, wind, and biomass energy projects.

 » Tourism Development: 

 » Pristine beaches, islands, and wildlife reserves ideal for eco-tourism 

and luxury resorts.

 » Infrastructure Development: 

 » Opportunities in transportation, energy, and telecommunications to 

support economic growth.

 » Cultural and Linguistic Advantages

 » Portuguese Language: 

 » As a member of the Community of Portuguese Language Countries 
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(CPLP), Guinea-Bissau provides access to Lusophone markets.

 » Cultural ties facilitating business relations with Portugal, Brazil, and 

other Portuguese-speaking nations.

Supportive Government Initiatives

 » Economic Reforms: 

 » Commitment to improving the business climate and governance.

 » Engagement with international partners to promote sustainable de-

velopment.

 » Investment Guarantees: 

 » Legal protections for property rights and investments.

 » Access to international arbitration for dispute resolution.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

Guinea-Bissau Investment Promotion Agency (Agência de Pro-

moção do Investimento da Guiné-Bissau - APIGB)

 » Role: Facilitates and promotes foreign and domestic investment in 

Guinea-Bissau.

 » Services: 

 » Assists with business registration, licensing, and compliance.

 » Provides information on investment opportunities, incentives, and 

regulations.

 » Offers support and guidance throughout the investment process.

 » Contact: 

 » Email: [Available upon request]

 » Phone: [Available upon request]

Ministry of Economy, Planning, and Regional Integration

 » Role: Develops and implements economic policies, promotes invest-

ment, and supports regional integration.

 » Services: 

 » Provides policy guidance and information on economic initiatives.

 » Facilitates partnerships and ensures compliance with sector policies.

 » Contact: 

 » Email: [Available upon request]

 » Phone: [Available upon request]

Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Agriculture, and Services of 

Guinea-Bissau

 » Role: Represents the interests of the business community and pro-

motes economic development.

 » Services: 

 » Offers networking opportunities, business advisory services, and mar-

ket information.

 » Facilitates trade development and business partnerships.

 » Contact: 

 » Email: [Available upon request]

 » Phone: [Available upon request]

National Agency for Agrarian Development (ANAPA)

 » Role: Supports agricultural development and promotes investments 

in the agribusiness sector.

 » Services: 

 » Provides information on agricultural opportunities and resources.

 » Assists with project implementation and technical support.

 » Contact: 

 » Email: [Available upon request]

 » Phone: [Available upon request]

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

Investment Code Incentives

 » Tax Exemptions: 

 » Exemption from customs duties and taxes on imported capital goods 

and equipment.

 » Tax reductions or holidays on corporate income tax for qualifying in-

vestments.

 » Repatriation of Funds: 

 » Guarantees for the free transfer of capital, profits, and dividends.

 » Legal Protections: 

 » Protection against nationalization and expropriation without fair 

compensation.

 » Eligible Sectors: 

 » Agriculture, fisheries, tourism, mining, energy, industry, and other 

strategic sectors.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs)

 » Incentives within SEZs: 

 » Enhanced tax benefits, customs exemptions, and simplified adminis-

trative procedures.

 » Infrastructure Support: 

 » Access to developed infrastructure, utilities, and facilities.

Renewable Energy Incentives

 » Tax Benefits: 

 » Exemptions and reductions for investments in renewable energy 

projects.

 » Subsidies and Support: 

 » Government support for feasibility studies and project development.

Agricultural Development Incentives

 » Financial Support: 

 » Access to grants and low-interest loans for agricultural projects.

 » Technical Assistance: 

 » Support in implementing modern farming techniques and technolo-

gies.

Tourism Promotion Incentives

 » Fiscal Advantages: 

 » Tax exemptions for investments in tourism infrastructure and ser-

vices.

 » Customs Exemptions: 

 » Waivers on import duties for materials and equipment related to 

tourism projects.

Investment Protection and Guarantees

 » Legal Safeguards: 

 » Protection of intellectual property rights and contractual agree-

ments.

 » Dispute Resolution: 

 » Access to international arbitration through conventions like ICSID.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Agriculture and Agribusiness

 » Cashew Nut Production: 

 » Expansion of processing facilities to add value to Guinea-Bissau’s pri-

mary export.

 » Diversified Crops: 

 » Cultivation of rice, palm oil, fruits, and vegetables for local consump-

tion and export.

 » Organic Farming: 

 » Opportunities in organic and sustainable agriculture to meet global 

demands.

Fisheries and Aquaculture

 » Commercial Fishing: 

 » Investment in fishing fleets and processing plants to capitalize on 

rich marine resources.

 » Aquaculture Development: 

 » Establishment of fish and seafood farms to meet domestic and inter-

national markets.

Tourism and Hospitality

 » Eco-Tourism: 

 » Development of sustainable tourism ventures in the Bijagós Archipel-

ago and other natural reserves.

 » Hotel and Resort Development: 

 » Construction of accommodations and facilities to support growing 

tourism.

 » Cultural Tourism: 

 » Promotion of Guinea-Bissau’s unique cultural heritage and festivals.

Mining and Natural Resources

 » Phosphate and Bauxite Mining: 

 » Exploration and extraction of mineral resources.

 » Petroleum Exploration: 
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 » Opportunities in offshore oil and gas exploration.

Renewable Energy and Utilities

 » Solar and Wind Energy Projects: 

 » Development of renewable energy solutions to meet growing energy 

needs.

 » Energy Infrastructure: 

 » Expansion of transmission and distribution networks.

Infrastructure Development

 » Transportation Networks: 

 » Construction and upgrading of roads, ports, and airports to enhance 

connectivity.

 » Urban Development: 

 » Investment in housing, commercial real estate, and urban amenities.

 » Telecommunications: 

 » Expansion of mobile networks, internet services, and digital infra-

structure.

Manufacturing and Industry

 » Agro-Processing Industries: 

 » Establishment of facilities to process agricultural products.

 » Construction Materials: 

 » Production of cement, bricks, and other materials to support infra-

structure projects.

 » Textiles and Garments: 

 » Investment in manufacturing for local use and export.

Financial Services

 » Banking and Insurance: 

 » Establishing financial institutions to support economic activities.

 » Microfinance: 

 » Providing financial services to small businesses and rural communi-

ties.

 » Fintech Innovations: 

 » Development of digital financial solutions and platforms.

CONCLUSION

Guinea-Bissau offers a wealth of opportunities for investors seeking to 

engage with a vibrant and resource-rich market. The country’s abundant 

natural resources, strategic location, and commitment to economic de-

velopment create a promising environment for investment. With sup-

portive government policies, attractive incentives, and untapped poten-

tial across various sectors, Guinea-Bissau invites investors to participate 

in its journey toward sustainable growth and prosperity.

By investing in Guinea-Bissau, businesses not only stand to benefit from 

significant returns but also contribute to the nation’s development and 

the well-being of its people. Embrace the opportunities that Guinea-Bis-

sau offers and become a part of its exciting future.
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