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Investing in Chile: 
Unlocking Opportunities in South America’s Stable and Prosperous Economy

INTRODUCTION

Chile, a long and narrow country stretching along South America’s 

western edge, is renowned for its robust economy, political stability, 

and open market policies. As one of the most dynamic and prosper-

ous nations in Latin America, Chile offers a wealth of opportunities for 

global investors. With its strategic location, strong legal framework, and 

commitment to innovation and sustainability, Chile has positioned itself 

as an attractive destination for investment. This comprehensive report 

provides an in-depth analysis of the benefits and opportunities of in-

vesting in Chile, highlighting key statistics, relevant agencies, incentives, 

and sectors poised for growth.

BACKGROUND

Since the return to democracy in 1990, Chile has implemented sound 

economic policies that have fostered growth, reduced poverty, and at-

tracted significant foreign direct investment (FDI). The country is a mem-

ber of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) and has one of the highest per capita incomes in South America. 

Chile’s economy is characterized by a strong export sector, especially 

in mining, agriculture, and forestry. The government’s commitment to 

free trade is evident through numerous trade agreements, providing 

investors with access to global markets.

Chile’s political stability, transparent regulatory system, and respect for 

the rule of law create a secure environment for business operations. 

With ongoing efforts to diversify the economy, promote innovation, and 

enhance infrastructure, Chile continues to offer promising prospects for 

investors seeking to capitalize on opportunities in Latin America.

STATISTICS

	◌ Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Approximately $282 billion USD, mak-

ing it one of the largest economies in Latin America.

	◌ GDP Growth Rate: Averaged around 2.5-4% annually over the past 

decade.

	◌ Population: Over 19 million people, with a highly urbanized popula-

tion.

	◌ Official Language: Spanish, with English widely used in business set-

tings.

	◌ Currency: Chilean Peso (CLP).

	◌ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): Inward FDI stock valued at over $240 

billion USD.

	◌ Trade Agreements: Access to markets representing over 86% of glob-

al GDP through 29 trade agreements with 65 economies.

	◌ World Bank Ease of Doing Business Ranking: 59th out of 190 coun-

tries (2020).

	◌ Mining Sector: World’s leading producer of copper, accounting for 

28% of global production.

	◌ Renewable Energy Target: 20% of electricity generation from renew-

ables by 2025.

BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN CHILE

Economic and Political Stability

	» Strong Legal Framework: Transparent and predictable legal system 

upholds contracts and property rights.

	» Sound Macroeconomic Policies: Prudent fiscal management leads to 

low inflation and stable growth.

	» Stable Democracy: Consistent political stability with a commitment 

to democratic governance.

Open Market Economy

	» Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): Extensive network of FTAs provides 

preferential access to major global markets, including the United 

States, European Union, China, and Japan.

	» Pro-Business Environment: Policies that encourage competition, en-

trepreneurship, and foreign investment.

	» OECD Membership: Alignment with international best practices in 

economic policies and regulations.

Strategic Geographic Location

	» Gateway to Latin America: Serves as a regional hub for business 

operations and distribution throughout Latin America.

	» Pacific Rim Connectivity: Direct access to Asia-Pacific markets en-

hances trade opportunities.

Highly Skilled Workforce

	» Education Excellence: High literacy rates and strong emphasis on ed-

ucation produce a skilled labor force.

	» Technical Expertise: Abundance of professionals in engineering, tech-

nology, and business sectors.

	» Multilingual Talent: Growing number of English-speaking profession-

als facilitate international business.

Advanced Infrastructure

	» Modern Transportation Networks: Well-developed roads, ports, air-

ports, and logistics facilities support efficient trade and distribution.

	» Telecommunications: Advanced ICT infrastructure with widespread 

internet and mobile connectivity.

	» Energy Infrastructure: Reliable energy supply with increasing invest-

ments in renewable energy.

Commitment to Innovation and Sustainability

	» Innovation Ecosystem: Government support for research and devel-

opment (R&D) fosters technological advancement.

	» Sustainable Practices: Strong focus on environmental stewardship 

and sustainable development.

	» Renewable Energy Leadership: Significant investments in solar, 

wind, and geothermal energy projects.

Competitive Business Costs

	» Attractive Tax Environment: Competitive corporate tax rates and in-

centives reduce operational costs.

	» Efficient Regulatory Framework: Streamlined procedures for busi-

ness registration and permitting.

	» Labor Productivity: High levels of productivity supported by skilled 

labor and modern practices.

RELEVANT AGENCIES

InvestChile

	» Role: Government agency responsible for promoting and facilitating 

foreign investment in Chile.

	» Services: Provides information on investment opportunities, assists 

with administrative processes, and offers support throughout the in-

vestment lifecycle.

	» Website: www.investchile.gob.cl

	» Contact: Email: info@investchile.gob.cl | Phone: +56 2 2663 9200

Ministry of Economy, Development, and Tourism

	» Role: Oversees economic policy, development initiatives, and tourism 

promotion.

	» Services: Implements policies to foster economic growth, innovation, 

and competitiveness.
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	» Website: www.economia.gob.cl

Economic Development Agency (CORFO)

	» Role: Promotes economic development and competitiveness through 

support for innovation and entrepreneurship.

	» Services: Provides funding, grants, and programs to support business 

development and R&D.

	» Website: www.corfo.cl

Internal Revenue Service (Servicio de Impuestos Internos - SII)

	» Role: Administers tax laws and regulations in Chile.

	» Services: Provides information on tax compliance, incentives, and 

regulations.

	» Website: www.sii.cl

Chilean Economic Development Agency (ProChile)

	» Role: Promotes exports of Chilean goods and services and supports 

international trade.

	» Services: Assists companies in expanding into global markets and 

provides market intelligence.

	» Website: www.prochile.gob.cl

INCENTIVES FOR INVESTORS

Tax Incentives

	» Foreign Investment Law (DL 600): 

	» Guarantees investors access to the formal foreign exchange market 

and provides tax stability.

	» First Category Tax Rate: 

	» Competitive corporate income tax rate of 27%.

	» Accelerated Depreciation: 

	» Allows faster depreciation of fixed assets for tax purposes.

	» VAT Exemptions: 

	» VAT relief on the importation of capital goods for certain projects.

	» Provincial Incentives: 

	» Specific regions offer tax credits and deductions to encourage invest-

ment outside Santiago.

Financial Support Programs

	» CORFO Funding: 

	» Seed Capital Programs: Funding for startups and innovative projects.

	» Innovation Grants: Support for R&D activities and technological in-

novation.

	» Investment Attraction Program: Financial incentives for high-impact 

investment projects.

Sector-Specific Incentives

	» Renewable Energy: 

	» Net billing law allows for the sale of surplus energy back to the grid.

	» Tax benefits and expedited permitting for renewable energy projects.

	» Mining Sector: 

	» Stability agreements providing tax certainty for large mining invest-

ments.

	» Reduced customs duties on equipment and machinery imports.

	» Technology and Innovation: 

	» R&D Tax Credit Law: Allows a tax credit of up to 35% of eligible R&D 

expenses.

	» Start-Up Chile Program: Attracts early-stage entrepreneurs through 

equity-free funding and support.

Free Trade Zones (FTZs)

	» Iquique and Punta Arenas FTZs: 

	» Offer tax exemptions and simplified customs procedures.

	» Benefits include zero VAT, income tax exemptions, and duty-free im-

port of goods and equipment.

Immigration Programs for Investors

	» Investor Visa: 

	» Facilitates residency for foreign investors who meet investment 

thresholds.

	» Tech Visa: 

	» Expedited visa processing for entrepreneurs and professionals in the 

tech industry.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

Mining and Natural Resources

	» Copper Mining: 

	» Leading global producer with large-scale mining operations.

	» Opportunities in exploration, extraction, and mining services.

	» Lithium and Rare Minerals: 

	» Significant reserves of lithium essential for batteries and electric ve-

hicles.

	» Potential in mining and processing of rare earth elements.

	» Mining Technology: 

	» Demand for innovative solutions in automation, safety, and environ-

mental management.

Renewable Energy and Sustainability

	» Solar Energy: 

	» Atacama Desert offers some of the highest solar irradiance in the 

world.

	» Investment opportunities in photovoltaic and concentrated solar 

power plants.

	» Wind Energy: 

	» Favorable wind conditions in northern and southern regions for wind 

farm development.

	» Hydrogen Economy: 

	» Government initiatives to position Chile as a leading producer of 

green hydrogen.

	» Energy Storage and Smart Grids: 

	» Growing need for storage solutions and grid modernization.

Agriculture and Agri-Business

	» Fruit Exports: 

	» Opportunities in production and export of grapes, cherries, blueber-

ries, and avocado.

	» Wine Industry: 

	» Investment in vineyards and wineries; Chile is the world’s fourth-larg-

est wine exporter.

	» Agri-Tech: 

	» Development of technologies to enhance productivity and sustain-

ability in agriculture.

	» Organic and Sustainable Farming: 

	» Increasing global demand for organic products opens new markets.

Technology and Innovation

	» Startups and Entrepreneurship: 

	» Start-Up Chile program supports international entrepreneurs.

	» FinTech: 

	» Growing sector with opportunities in digital banking, payments, and 

financial services.

	» Artificial Intelligence and IoT: 

	» Development of AI applications and Internet of Things solutions 

across industries.

	» E-Commerce and Digital Services: 

	» Expanding market for online retail, logistics, and digital platforms.

Infrastructure Development

	» Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): 

	» Government encourages private investment in infrastructure proj-

ects.

	» Transportation Projects: 

	» Investment in roads, highways, ports, and airports to enhance con-

nectivity.

	» Urban Development: 

	» Opportunities in residential and commercial real estate develop-

ments.

	» Water and Sanitation: 

	» Projects aimed at improving water management and treatment fa-

cilities.

Healthcare and Biotechnology

	» Medical Devices and Pharmaceuticals: 

	» Demand for innovative medical products and services.

	» Biotechnology Research: 

	» Investment in biotech research centers and development of new 

treatments.
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	» Healthcare Services: 

	» Opportunities in private healthcare facilities and telemedicine.

Tourism and Hospitality

	» Eco-Tourism: 

	» Development of tourism facilities in Patagonia, Easter Island, and 

Atacama Desert.

	» Adventure Tourism: 

	» Investment in services that cater to outdoor activities like skiing, trek-

king, and surfing.

	» Hospitality Sector: 

	» Construction and management of hotels, resorts, and leisure facil-

ities.

CONCLUSION

Chile stands as a beacon of stability and prosperity in South Ameri-

ca, offering a favorable investment climate backed by sound economic 

policies and a pro-business environment. The country’s commitment to 

free trade, innovation, and sustainable development creates a wealth 

of opportunities across various sectors. Investors can leverage Chile’s 

strategic location, skilled workforce, and extensive network of trade 

agreements to access global markets and achieve significant returns 

on their investments.

By investing in Chile, businesses not only tap into a dynamic and grow-

ing economy but also become partners in the nation’s ongoing journey 

toward modernization and sustainable growth. The positive outlook and 

supportive government policies make Chile an ideal destination for in-

vestors seeking to expand their horizons in Latin America.
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