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Introduction 

Shipping live animals internationally is not a task that should be taken lightly. It requires careful 

consideration and preparation to ensure that the animals are transported safely and securely, 

while also complying with all relevant regulations and laws. Live animal shipping may involve pets, 

zoo animals, livestock, or even wildlife. Some animals may be transported for breeding or 

conservation purposes, while others may be moving to a new home or exhibit. Whatever the 

reason, the welfare of the animals must be the top priority.  

This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the shipping process for live animals, with 

a focus on international transport. It will cover important aspects such as regulations, 

documentation, container requirements, and preparation of the animals. The guide will also discuss 

the various modes of transportation available for live animals, including air, sea, and land.  

While the specific requirements may differ depending on the type of animal, the destination, and 

the purpose of the shipment, the principles of ensuring the safety and well-being of the animals 

remain the same. Therefore, anyone involved in live animal shipping, whether as a pet owner, a 

zookeeper, or a logistics provider, must have a thorough understanding of the complexities and 

responsibilities involved in this process. This guide will serve as an essential tool for anyone who 

is planning or involved in shipping live animals internationally.  

By following the guidelines outlined in this guide, we can all work towards ensuring that live animal 

shipping is conducted in a safe, ethical, and sustainable manner. 

The Complexity of International Shipping of Live Animals 

International shipping of live animals is a complex process that involves a multitude of steps and 

requirements. Generally speaking, it refers to the transportation of living animals from one country 

to another through air, land or sea. This can include animals such as pets, livestock, zoo animals, 

and even laboratory animals. The transport of live animals is heavily regulated by various 

authorities in order to ensure the welfare of the animals, as well as the safety of the transport 

operators and the public. The regulations that govern international shipping of live animals are 

designed to minimize the risk of disease transmission, prevent cruelty, and protect animal rights. 

https://www.tradecouncil.org/
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The International Air Transport Association (IATA) has established guidelines for the transport of 

live animals by air, which provides specific standards for carriers and shippers to follow. Other 

regulatory bodies involved in this process include the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

The requirements for transporting live animals vary depending on the specific animal species, the 

destination country, and the mode of transportation. Some countries may prohibit or restrict the 

importation of certain animal species due to disease concerns or conservation issues. In addition, 

the transportation of live animals requires compliance with a range of health and safety 

regulations, such as ensuring adequate ventilation, temperature control, and access to water and 

food. It is important for shippers to work closely with experienced transport operators and 

regulatory authorities to ensure that all necessary requirements are met, and that the animals are 

transported safely and humanely. 

International Trade in Live Animals 

The importance of international trade in live animals cannot be overstated, especially in the 

context of international trade and commerce. Live animals are crucial not only for food security 

but also for genetic diversity and research purposes. In many developing countries, the exportation 

of live animals is a major source of revenue. The demand for live animals is high, with many 

countries requiring specific breeds or strains of livestock for their agricultural sectors. In addition, 

international trade in live animals provides an opportunity for countries to exchange valuable 

genetic material, which can be important in mitigating genetic erosion and improving breeding 

programs. Beyond agriculture, animals are also commonly used in scientific research, with many 

researchers relying on live specimens for their work.  

The shipping of live animals is therefore vital to facilitate research and development at the global 

level. The process of shipping live animals is complex and requires stringent regulations and 

guidelines to ensure that animals are transported safely and humanely. All parties involved in the 

shipping process, including transport companies, animal handlers, and government officials, must 

adhere to these regulations to ensure that the welfare of the animals is not compromised. 

 The safe and successful transport of live animals is therefore dependent on various factors, 

including the proper handling and preparation of the animals, the provision of adequate food and 
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water during transit, and the implementation of appropriate biosecurity measures. A failure to 

adhere to these regulations can not only result in a loss of income and reputational risk for 

companies but also endanger the welfare and health of the animals being transported. The proper 

and safe shipping of live animals is thus critical for the achievement of the economic, scientific, 

and humanitarian purposes that depend on these animals. 

Purpose of this Book 

The ultimate purpose of this book is to provide valuable insights into the process of shipping live 

animals internationally. This guide is intended to be a useful tool for individuals who are shipping 

live animals or those who are planning to do so in the future. The book aims to educate its readers 

about the steps and precautions necessary to ensure safety, well-being, and humane treatment of 

the animals during the shipping process. Additionally, this book seeks to highlight the legal and 

regulatory requirements that must be complied with when shipping live animals internationally. 

These regulations are in place to protect the animals and to prevent the spread of diseases. 

Besides, this book emphasizes the importance of choosing a reliable and experienced animal 

shipping company to ensure the animals are transported safely and securely. The information 

provided in this book is critical for anyone who is shipping live animals internationally as it 

highlights the potential risks, challenges and best practices to overcome these challenges. It is 

hoped that the book will serve as a comprehensive guide for its readers, ensuring that they 

understand the shipping process and can make informed decisions while shipping live animals 

internationally. Ultimately, the primary purpose of this book is to provide guidance and 

information to ensure that animals are adequately cared for during the shipping process. The book 

recognizes that the transportation of live animals can be a complex process that requires 

meticulous planning, care, and attention to detail. Thus, this guide offers practical guidance on the 

shipment process to ensure that animals are transported safely and humanely while complying 

with the legal and regulatory requirements. 

Another important factor to consider before shipping live animals internationally is the legality of 

the process. Many countries have strict regulations regarding the import and export of live animals, 

and it is crucial to comply with these regulations in order to avoid legal penalties and ensure the 

safety and wellbeing of the animals. It may be necessary to obtain permits, certificates, and/or 
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quarantine periods before shipping live animals to certain countries. Additionally, animals may not 

be allowed to be imported or exported if they are endangered or if they could pose a risk to local 

ecosystems or human health. 

Failure to comply with these regulations can result in fines, seizure of animals, and even criminal 

charges. To ensure that the process is legal, it is wise to consult with a veterinarian, government 

agency, or professional animal shipping company that specializes in international shipping. These 

professionals can provide guidance on regulations and requirements, as well as help with the 

necessary paperwork and documentation. Not only does adhering to these regulations protect the 

welfare of the animals and prevent legal issues, but it also helps to promote responsible and 

sustainable international trade practices. By taking the time to research and comply with 

regulations, individuals and companies can ensure that live animals are transported safely and 

ethically around the world. 

https://www.tradecouncil.org/
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Legal Requirements 

In addition to the specific requirements for each country of origin and destination, there are also 

general legal requirements for shipping live animals internationally. These requirements vary 

depending on the species and type of animal being transported. For example, all animals must be 

transported in a way that minimizes their suffering and allows for adequate ventilation and 

food/water access. There are also restrictions on the number of animals that can be shipped in 

one container, as overcrowding can lead to injuries or even fatalities. Many countries also require 

health certificates or other forms of documentation to ensure that the animals being imported or 

exported are healthy and free of diseases that could potentially harm humans or other animals. 

Additionally, some species of animals are protected under international regulations such as the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), and special permits may be 

required to legally transport them across international borders. It is important to carefully research 

and comply with all relevant legal requirements when shipping live animals internationally, as 

failure to do so can not only result in financial and legal consequences, but also cause harm to the 

animals involved. Shipping live animals internationally can be a complex and challenging process, 

but by working with experienced and knowledgeable professionals and staying informed on the 

latest legal requirements, it is possible to ensure that the animals being transported are treated 

with the care and respect they deserve. 

International Regulations for Shipping Live Animals 

Another aspect that should be highlighted with respect to international regulations for shipping 

live animals is the role of transportation companies. These entities have a crucial responsibility in 

ensuring that animals are transported safely and humanely. They must also adhere to local and 

international regulations related to live animal transportation. In this regard, transportation 

companies must ensure that the conditions during transportation meet the necessary 

specifications and regulations. For instance, animals should be housed in appropriate containers 

that provide sufficient space, ventilation, and lighting. These containers must also be regularly 

cleaned and disinfected to prevent the spread of diseases. 
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Furthermore, transportation companies should have personnel who have undergone specialized 

animal handling training to ensure that they possess the necessary knowledge and skills to handle 

the animals properly. In addition, adequate veterinary care must be available during transport, and 

a contingency plan should be in place to respond to any emergency situations that may arise. It is 

worth noting that different companies may have varying levels of experience in animal transport, 

and thus, it is important to consider the company's level of expertise before contracting their 

services. Ultimately, transportation companies must ensure that they comply with all applicable 

regulations to avoid penalties or legal disputes. These regulations also serve as a guideline for 

ensuring that the welfare of the animals being transported is maintained. 

National Regulations of Selected Countries 

When it comes to national regulations, countries have varying rules governing the transportation 

of live animals. In the United States, the Animal Welfare Act regulates the interstate transport of 

animals and is enforced by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). Canada has a 

similar act, the Health of Animals Act and Regulations, which governs animal transportation. In 

Australia, the Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for the Land Transport of 

Livestock outlines the minimum requirements for animal transport. In the European Union, the 

European Convention for the Protection of Animals during International Transport (EC Regulation 

1/2005) outlines strict regulations regarding the welfare of animals during transport. These 

regulations cover areas such as space requirements, temperature control, and the provision of 

food and water. It is essential that shippers are aware of these regulations to ensure that they are 

in compliance with the laws of the country of origin, transit and destination, and that the welfare 

of the animals is not compromised. Failure to comply with national regulations can result in hefty 

fines, animal cruelty charges, and a negative reputation for the shipper. It is important to ensure 

that both the shipper and recipient of the animals are aware of these regulations, and that they 

work together to ensure that the animals are transported in a humane and safe manner. 

Additionally, shippers should consider working with a professional animal transportation company 

that is experienced in handling live animals, as they will be well-versed in the national regulations 

of different countries and can provide appropriate guidance to ensure compliance. By following 

these regulations and working with experienced transportation professionals, shippers can ensure 

that their animals are transported safely and humanely to their destination. 
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Documents Required for Shipping Live Animals 

In order to ensure the safe and legal transportation of live animals, there are a variety of 

documents that must be completed and provided to regulatory authorities. The specific 

requirements will vary depending on the type of animal being transported and the countries of 

origin and destination. However, some common documents that may be required include health 

certificates, import and export permits, and CITES documentation (Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). Health certificates typically are issued by 

a licensed veterinarian and certify that the animal has been examined and found to be free of any 

communicable diseases. Import and export permits are issued by regulatory agencies and grant 

permission for the animals to enter or exit a particular country. Similarly, CITES documentation is 

required for any shipment involving endangered species or their parts. It certifies that the animal 

was obtained legally and that the trade is not harmful to the species' survival. In addition to these 

documents, shippers must also comply with various other regulations and guidelines, such as those 

governing humane handling and transportation. Failure to comply with these regulations can result 

in delays, fines, or even the seizure of the animals. It's important for anyone shipping live animals 

internationally to thoroughly research the requirements and regulations specific to their situation 

to ensure a safe and successful shipment. 

Oftentimes, it may be advisable to seek the services of a professional animal transport company 

to handle the logistics of shipping live animals internationally. These companies have the 

experience, knowledge, and resources to ensure that the transportation process is as smooth and 

stress-free as possible. Additionally, it is important to prepare the animals for the journey by 

providing proper nutrition and hydration, as well as appropriate travel containers and 

documentation. In order to prevent any potential delays or complications, it is essential to research 

and adhere to all relevant laws and regulations, including those related to animal welfare and 

quarantine requirements. By taking the time to carefully plan and prepare for the shipping of live 

animals internationally, it is possible to ensure their safe and successful arrival at their intended 

destination. 

https://www.tradecouncil.org/


Shipping Live Animals Internationally 
 
 

 
 
tradecouncil.org   11 

Selecting the Right Carrier 

Another important factor to consider when shipping live animals internationally is selecting the 

right carrier. There are various types of carriers available, including airlines, ground transportation, 

and shipping companies. The decision of which carrier to use depends on several factors such as 

the type of animal being shipped, the distance of the transport, and the destination country’s 

regulations. Generally, airlines are the preferred carriers for shipping live animals, especially for 

long distances. They offer specialized animal transportation services, including temperature-

controlled compartments and trained staff. Airlines also have strict regulations and guidelines for 

the transportation of live animals, which ensures the safety and well-being of the animals during 

transport. Ground transportation, on the other hand, is more suitable for shorter distances and 

local transportation. Shipping companies are also an option for shipping live animals 

internationally, especially for larger animals or those that require specialized containers or crates. 

When selecting a carrier, it is essential to research their policies and procedures for the 

transportation of live animals, including their experience and expertise in handling animals. The 

carrier should be able to provide detailed information on the handling and transportation of live 

animals, including feeding schedules, ventilation, temperature control, and veterinary services. It 

is also important to ensure that the carrier has the necessary permits and certifications required 

by the destination country. Selecting the right carrier is critical in ensuring the safe and humane 

transportation of live animals, and it is important to choose a carrier that has a proven track record 

of delivering live animals safely and efficiently. 

Air Transport 

Air transport is often considered the most efficient and fastest way to ship live animals 

internationally. Many airlines have developed specialized programs and facilities to accommodate 

the transportation of animals, with strict regulations to ensure the safety and comfort of the 

animals during the journey. However, air transport can also be the most stressful and dangerous 

option for animals, as they may be exposed to extreme temperatures, altitude changes, and noise 

pollution. It is important to research the specific airline's policies and procedures for animal 

transportation, and to choose a direct flight whenever possible to reduce travel time and stress. 
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Additionally, carriers should be equipped with proper ventilation and temperature control systems, 

and animals should be securely and comfortably housed in appropriate containers with sufficient 

food and water. To ensure a smooth and successful international transport of live animals by air, 

it is crucial to work closely with a reputable animal transport agent who can provide guidance on 

regulations, documentation, and the necessary arrangements for quarantine, veterinary check-

ups, and customs clearance. It is also essential to be prepared for unexpected situations and delays, 

and to have a contingency plan in place for emergencies. Overall, air transport can be a viable 

option for shipping live animals internationally, but careful planning, attention to detail, and a 

commitment to animal welfare are essential factors that must be considered to minimize risks and 

ensure a safe and humane journey for all involved. 

Land Transport 

Land transport is commonly used to move animals to and from airports, ports, and other important 

nodes in international animal transport. The journey to and from these nodes can be particularly 

stressful for the animals, as they must endure prolonged periods of confinement in often cramped 

and uncomfortable conditions. As such, it is common practice for animal transporters to provide 

sufficient food, water, ventilation, and padding to help alleviate the stress and discomfort 

experienced by the animals. In addition to these provisions, it is important that animal transporters 

regularly check on and monitor the health and welfare of the animals to ensure their safety and 

comfort throughout the journey. Land transport is also an important component of domestic 

animal transport, as it provides a relatively low-cost option for moving animals across long 

distances within a country. Common modes of land transport for domestic animals include trucks, 

trains, and boats, with each mode posing its own unique challenges and considerations for animal 

welfare. Regardless of the mode of transport, it is essential that animal transporters adhere to 

strict safety and welfare regulations to protect the health and wellbeing of the animals at all times. 

Additionally, it is important that animal transporters receive proper training and education on the 

handling, transportation, and care of live animals to ensure that they are equipped with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to perform their duties in a safe and humane manner. Ultimately, 

the use of land transport for the movement of live animals presents a complex series of challenges 

and considerations for animal welfare, safety, and legal compliance, and as such requires careful 

planning, preparation, and execution to ensure successful and ethical outcomes. 
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Sea Transport 

Sea transport is another popular option for shipping live animals internationally. It is particularly 

suitable for larger animals or those that need to travel long distances. However, sea transport 

requires careful planning and preparation to ensure the animals' safety and well-being. The 

shipping containers need to be specially designed to provide adequate ventilation, lighting, and 

temperature control. Additionally, the containers must adhere to international regulations for 

animal welfare during transit. Animal handlers should also be trained in recognizing and responding 

to the signs of stress in animals while they are being transported. Some sea carriers have dedicated 

livestock vessels that offer additional amenities such as veterinary care and feeding services. 

However, it is important to note that sea transport can take considerably longer than air transport. 

This means that animals may be subjected to extended periods of time in confinement. Therefore, 

it is vital that animals can sustain long periods without food or water. Sea transport also presents 

a variety of other challenges, such as rough seas, high humidity, and the risk of disease 

transmission. This option requires careful planning and consultation with experts to mitigate 

potential risks adequately. In conclusion, sea transport is a viable option for shipping live animals 

internationally, particularly for larger animals travelling over long distances. However, it requires 

careful consideration of animal welfare and careful planning to ensure that the animals remain 

healthy and safe during transit. 

On top of all the logistical considerations, animal welfare is a crucial element when it comes to 

shipping live animals internationally. The process can be extremely stressful for animals, with long 

journeys and unfamiliar surroundings potentially causing physical and psychological harm. As a 

result, it is essential that shippers prioritize the comfort and safety of the animals they are 

transporting. This includes ensuring proper ventilation, appropriate temperatures, and sufficient 

space for movement. Additionally, the animals must have access to food and water when 

necessary, as dehydration and malnourishment can lead to serious health problems. In order to 

maintain a high standard of animal welfare, shippers must have a thorough understanding of the 

species they are transporting and the specific needs of individual animals. This requires careful 

planning and communication with both the animal owners and any relevant animal welfare 

organizations. Furthermore, it is essential that shippers comply with all relevant regulations, such 

as those set out by the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and national authorities. 

These regulations exist to protect both the animals and the people involved in their transportation, 
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and it is vital that shippers are aware of and adhere to them. Ultimately, shipping live animals 

internationally requires a significant amount of expertise and experience, and is not a decision that 

should be taken lightly. By prioritizing animal welfare and following all necessary regulations, 

shippers can ensure that animals arrive at their destination healthy and safe, ready to settle into 

their new homes. 
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Preparation of Animals for Shipping 

The preparation of animals for shipping starts with choosing the right animal that is in good health. 

The animal must undergo a medical examination by a certified veterinarian to certify it is safe to 

transport. The medical report should be attached to the transporting documents. Animals have 

different requirements for transportation. Aquatic animals, for instance, need to be packaged in 

containers with the right oxygen levels while terrestrial animals such as reptiles and birds are 

transported in appropriate carriers. The carrier should be spacious enough to allow free movement 

of the animal but snug enough to prevent injury that could occur while in transit. The carrier should 

also be lined with non-toxic material and must have enough ventilation for the animal to breathe. 

Territorial animals should be transported individually to prevent aggression and minimize the risk 

of injuries that may occur. The transportation of animals requires an appropriate diet and the right 

temperature. For instance, some animals require specific diets to maintain their physiological 

balance while others require specific temperature ranges to survive the transportation period fully. 

The owner or transporter must provide a source of heat or cooler within the container to maintain 

the animal's temperature. Water animals such as fish and tadpoles require an adequate supply of 

oxygen, and transporters must include oxygen tanks to provide adequate supply while in transit. 

Fragile animals like poultry birds should be transported at night as they may rest in darkness and 

have less stress. In conclusion, preparing animals for shipping is a crucial aspect of ensuring that 

they arrive at their destinations in the best possible condition. The owner or transporter must take 

all measures necessary to provide a comfortable and safe transportation environment for the 

animals. 

Health Examination of Animals before Shipping 

When it comes to shipping live animals internationally, it is crucial to conduct a thorough health 

examination of the animals beforehand. This is not only important for the safety and well-being of 

the animals, but it also helps to prevent the spread of diseases across borders. Health examinations 

typically involve a physical examination of the animal, as well as testing for various diseases and 

infections. The specific requirements for health examinations may vary depending on the 

destination country and the type of animal being shipped. For example, some countries may 
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require specific vaccinations or blood tests to prevent the spread of certain diseases. In addition 

to health examinations, it is also important to ensure that the animals are transported in 

appropriate containers and under appropriate conditions to ensure their safety and comfort during 

transit. This may include providing adequate food and water, proper ventilation, and appropriate 

temperature control. Ultimately, the goal of health examinations and safe transport practices is to 

ensure that live animals are shipped in a way that minimizes health risks and ensures their well-

being throughout the entire shipping process. By taking these steps, individuals and organizations 

can help to ensure that live animals are transported safely and responsibly, and that they arrive at 

their destination in the best possible condition. 

Transportation Crates and Containers 

The transportation crates and containers used for shipping live animals internationally vary 

depending on the size, weight, and sensitivity of the species being transported. Crates and 

containers must be sturdy, well-ventilated, and able to provide adequate protection for the 

animals during transport. Materials used for crates and containers include plastic, aluminum, and 

wood, with the latter being the most popular option due to its affordability and durability. 

Additionally, containers must be labeled with the name and contact information of the shipper, 

consignee, and the airline carrying the animals. International regulations dictate minimum crate 

and container sizes based on the animal's weight and size to ensure that the animals have enough 

room to stand, turn around, and lie down comfortably. The materials used to line the crates and 

containers vary depending on the animal's needs. For example, animals such as fish require plastic 

bags with water, while birds require a soft bedding material such as wood chips. The temperature 

and humidity inside the crate or container must also be controlled to ensure the animals' health 

and safety during transport. 

Animal Feeding and Watering during Transportation 

Providing animals with food and water during transportation is crucial to their well-being. The 

specific requirements for feeding and watering depend on the animal species and the duration of 

the journey. 

https://www.tradecouncil.org/


Shipping Live Animals Internationally 
 
 

 
 
tradecouncil.org   17 

Generally, animals must be fed and provided with water at regular intervals. Food and water 

containers must meet the safety standards and be easily accessible to the animals. Additionally, 

the food and water containers should be designed to prevent spillage and contamination. For 

example, in the case of aquatic animals, water quality must be maintained throughout the entire 

voyage. Adequate food, water, and air supply must also be ensured in the event of delays or 

problems encountered during transport. Therefore, the transport unit must have suitable facilities, 

including watering, feeding, and waste management systems, as well as ventilation systems that 

allow for adequate air exchange and temperature regulation. Drivers also have to be familiar with 

the different feeding patterns and water requirements for each species and be able to adapt to 

any unexpected circumstances. Moreover, animals transported over long distances should be given 

extended rest periods with proper feeding and watering arrangements. For example, during air 

transport, animals may require several stops at transit points where feeding and watering facilities 

can be accessed. Also, animals that are found sick or injured during transportation must be 

separated from the rest of the group and treated promptly. In conclusion, proper feeding and 

watering arrangements are critical to the safe and sound transportation of live animals, and 

transporters must comply with all procedures and regulations in this regard. 
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Challenges Associated with Shipping 

Live Animals Internationally 

One of the main challenges associated with shipping live animals internationally is the potential 

for complications during transit. Shipping live animals involves numerous risks and considerations 

such as temperature control, food and water supply, and proper handling according to animal 

welfare standards. Furthermore, international shipping regulations vary from country to country, 

and navigating these regulations can be tedious and time-consuming. For example, some countries 

require extensive documentation and permits for the importation of live animals, while others 

restrict certain breeds or species altogether. This can make it difficult for shippers to comply with 

regulations and requirements, as well as to anticipate any unexpected challenges that may arise 

during transport. Additionally, language barriers and cultural differences can further complicate 

the international shipping process, as communication and collaboration between different 

countries and parties involved may not always be smooth or effective. Moreover, the high costs 

associated with shipping live animals, especially for long distances and international destinations, 

can also pose a challenge for both senders and receivers. Thus, it is important for shippers to be 

aware of all of these challenges and to plan and prepare accordingly to ensure the safe and ethical 

transport of live animals. This may include working with experienced and reputable animal 

transport providers, engaging in thorough pre-shipment planning and preparation, and adhering 

to all relevant laws and regulations to minimize the risks and potential complications associated 

with international shipping. 

Risk of Animal Injury during Transport 

A significant risk associated with transporting live animals is the potential for injury. The 

transportation process can be stressful for animals, and they may react aggressively due to fear or 

discomfort. The risk of injury may increase with longer journey times due to dehydration, 

exhaustion, and limited space. Additionally, animals may injure themselves by attempting to 

escape or becoming entangled in their housing or restraints. Transporting animals of different 

species in close proximity can also result in injuries due to fighting or aggression. Therefore, it is 
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crucial to ensure that the animals are provided with appropriate housing, enough space to move 

and stand, and that they are transported in suitable vehicles designed to keep them secure and 

comfortable. Proper training of the personnel handling the animals is also necessary to minimize 

the risk of injury. In addition, regular monitoring and checks of the animals during transit can help 

identify potential health and welfare issues before they become more severe. Taking measures to 

prevent injuries during transport not only improves animal welfare but also reduces financial loss 

for the industry from injured or lost animals, legal costs, and damage to equipment. Furthermore, 

minimizing the risk of injury can positively contribute to the public perception of animal 

transportation and reduce the potential for negative publicity for the industry. In conclusion, 

addressing the risk of animal injury during transport is essential to ensure animal welfare, reduce 

financial loss and legal costs, and improve the overall image of animal transportation. 

Difficulties in Maintaining Animal Comfort 

Despite the best intentions of animal handlers and logistics personnel, maintaining animal comfort 

during international shipping can be extremely challenging. Many factors can impact an animal's 

well-being, including the duration of the journey, the size of the container, the temperature and 

humidity, and the level of noise and vibration. Animals that are transported in cramped, 

uncomfortable spaces may experience stress and anxiety, which can lead to health problems and 

reduced productivity. In addition, changes in temperature and humidity can cause animals to 

become dehydrated or suffer from heat stroke, while excessive noise and vibration can create a 

sense of chaos that leaves them feeling disoriented and vulnerable. To mitigate these risks, 

logistics teams must take a proactive approach to managing animal comfort, including careful 

planning and preparation of the shipping containers and regular monitoring of the animals during 

transit. This may involve modifying the container size and design to provide more space and 

ventilation, increasing the frequency of water and feeding intervals, and monitoring temperature 

and humidity levels to ensure that they remain within acceptable ranges. In addition, handlers may 

use calming agents such as specific lighting or music to help reduce stress and anxiety in animals. 

Ultimately, the key to maintaining animal comfort during international shipping will depend on the 

knowledge, expertise, and careful management of the logistics personnel and animal handlers 

involved in the shipping process. With proper planning and attention to detail, it is possible to 
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ensure that animals arrive at their destination healthy, happy, and ready to perform their intended 

roles in research, conservation, or other activities. 

Adverse Weather Conditions 

Adverse weather conditions pose a significant threat to the safety and wellbeing of live animals 

during transportation. Heat and cold stresses can cause dehydration, exhaustion, and even death 

in animals. In hot and humid climates, air circulation becomes critical as animals can easily overheat 

or suffocate due to inadequate ventilation. Similarly, during cold weather, animals can easily 

develop hypothermia due to inadequate insulation or exposure to cold drafts. In addition, severe 

weather conditions like snowstorms, hurricanes, and floods can lead to significant delays, 

cancellations, and disruptions in scheduled transportation, further endangering the lives of 

animals. Therefore, it is important to consider the weather forecast and prepare for the worst-

case scenario by taking proactive measures like double-checking equipment, providing adequate 

bedding and insulation, and avoiding travel during extreme weather conditions. It is also crucial to 

train personnel to identify signs of stress and illness in animals and respond appropriately, with 

necessary medical attention and adjustments to transportation conditions. In the case of shipping 

live animals via air cargo, it is important to work closely with airlines and ground handlers to ensure 

that they follow strict regulations and guidelines for animal welfare during transport. Finally, it is 

necessary to have clear contingency plans in place for emergency situations that may arise due to 

weather-related disruptions or accidents. Overall, successful animal transportation depends on 

careful planning, proper equipment, trained personnel, and effective communication among all 

stakeholders involved. Adverse weather conditions can be a challenge, but with the right 

approach, it is possible to minimize risks and ensure that animals are transported safely and 

humanely. 

When it comes to shipping live animals internationally, it is important to take into account the 

various regulations and guidelines that are in place to ensure their safety and well-being. These 

regulations vary depending on the country of origin and destination, and may include requirements 

for documentation, health certificates, and vaccinations. It is vital to work with a reputable and 

experienced animal transport company to ensure that all necessary precautions are taken, and that 

the animals are transported in a safe and humane manner. The type and size of the animal being 
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shipped will also play a role in determining the best shipping method, as well as the appropriate 

temperature and environmental conditions for their journey. For example, some animals may 

require special food or water accommodations, while others may need to be sedated or provided 

with extra space and ventilation during transit. It is also important to consider the potential for 

delays or other unforeseen circumstances, such as extreme weather conditions or mechanical 

difficulties during transport. In these situations, it is crucial to have a contingency plan in place to 

ensure the animals' safety and well-being. Finally, it is important to stay up-to-date on current 

regulations and guidelines for shipping live animals internationally, as these may change frequently 

and without warning. By following these guidelines and working with a reputable animal 

transporter, it is possible to ensure that animals are transported safely and humanely around the 

world, while also complying with all relevant regulations and guidelines. 
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Ensuring Safe Arrival of Live Animals 

Ensuring the safe arrival of live animals is the most crucial aspect of shipping them internationally. 

If proper measures are not taken to ensure their safety, there is a high risk of animal deaths or 

illness upon arrival. Therefore, it is essential to choose a reputable and experienced animal 

shipping company that complies with all international regulations and standards for the safe 

transportation of live animals. The company should have skilled and experienced staff who are 

trained in the handling and care of live animals and have adequate knowledge of animal behavior, 

health, and welfare. In addition, the shipping company should have specialized facilities that 

provide the necessary environment for the safe transportation of live animals. The facilities should 

be clean, well-ventilated, and temperature-controlled, with adequate space for the animals to 

move and exercise during transport. 

It is also essential to ensure that the animals are healthy and fit to travel. Before shipping, the 

animals should be examined by a licensed veterinarian, who should provide a certificate of health 

and vaccination record to the shipping company. The shipping company should also ensure that 

the animals are adequately fed and hydrated during the transport and that they have easy access 

to food and water. 

Monitoring Animal Transport 

The responsibility of ensuring that animals are transported safely and humanely falls on everyone 

involved in the shipping process. Airlines, freight forwarders, and shipping companies must take 

extra precautions when handling live animals. It is essential to monitor every aspect of animal 

transport, from pre-flight regulations to post-arrival procedures, to ensure that all animals arrive 

at their destination without suffering injury or distress. It is also necessary to track and report any 

violations or incidents that occur during transport to identify areas that require improvement and 

to hold those responsible accountable for their actions. Proper documentation and compliance 

with national and international animal welfare laws, such as the Animal Welfare Act and the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, are crucial in fulfilling a monitoring role. 

Shipping companies must also conduct regular training and audits to ensure the welfare of animals. 

The training provided should cover comprehensive handling techniques, proper identification and 
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documentation procedures, and adequate emergency response. Regular audits and inspections 

will help to identify problem areas in the transportation process and suggest solutions to prevent 

future incidents. Ultimately, monitoring animal transport requires a multi-faceted collaborative 

approach involving all stakeholders. It includes educating shippers, ensuring compliance with laws 

and regulations, and collaborating with organizations supporting animal welfare to ensure that 

animals are transported safely and humanely. By doing this, animal welfare experts can work 

towards creating a more humane and conscientious international shipping process, which will 

protect animal rights and promote ethical trade practices. 

Responding to Emergencies during Transport 

Even with extensive preparation, emergencies can still happen during transport. As such, it is 

critical for the transport team to remain vigilant and be prepared to respond quickly and 

appropriately in case of an emergency. The transport team should have a plan for handling 

emergencies, which should include clear communication protocols and procedures for notifying 

veterinary experts in case of any health concerns. In case of an emergency, it is essential to remove 

any animals, that are not affected by the situation, as far as possible from the affected area and 

isolate them. The situation should be assessed as quickly as possible, and appropriate steps should 

be taken to address the emergency. The plan should also outline the necessary steps required to 

safeguard the welfare of the animals and minimize any negative impact on their wellbeing. If 

veterinary attention is required during transport, it is crucial to make arrangements to access 

veterinary services as quickly as possible. These arrangements should be made beforehand, and 

the transport team should be well informed of the local veterinary services and emergency 

protocols. 

In addition, the transport team should have access to equipment that can help them handle 

emergency situations effectively. This equipment should include First-Aid kits, oxygen tanks, and 

other essential medical equipment that can prove to be crucial in case of an emergency. Finally, a 

communication protocol should be established between the transport team, the shipper, the 

consignee, and any other relevant parties in case of an emergency. This protocol should be clearly 

communicated to all parties involved in the transport process, and it should be reviewed and 

updated periodically to ensure it is still relevant and effective. 
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Post-Transport Care of Animals 

After transport, it is crucial to provide post-transport care for the animals. It is important to note 

that the journey likely resulted in stress and exhaustion for the animals. As such, providing them 

with a quiet and peaceful environment is imperative. The cages or crates used in transport must 

be cleaned and disinfected properly before reuse. Furthermore, animals must be given appropriate 

nutrition and hydration after the journey. The food and water given must be free of any 

contaminants and should be provided in clean containers. Animals that have undergone transport 

may have compromised immunity, so it is necessary to make sure that the environment they are 

placed in is free from diseases or pathogens. In addition, any wounds or injuries sustained during 

the journey must be immediately treated to prevent further health issues. For animals transported 

for breeding or exhibition purposes, it is important to prioritize their rest and recovery periods to 

guarantee their well-being. Careful monitoring of the animals' health should be performed in the 

days and weeks following the transport to ensure that they are indeed fully recovered. Ultimately, 

the post-transport care of animals is just as important as the transport process itself. Providing 

proper care after transport ensures that animals are well-rested, well-fed, and protected from 

potential health risks that may have occurred during transport. By following post-transport 

protocols and giving animals the care they deserve, animals will be able to recover from the stress 

of the journey and continue to thrive in their destination. 

  

https://www.tradecouncil.org/


Shipping Live Animals Internationally 
 
 

 
 
tradecouncil.org   25 

Conclusion 

Shipping live animals internationally can be a complex process that requires careful planning and 

attention to detail. The regulations governing animal transport are designed to ensure the safety 

and well-being of the animals, as well as to prevent the spread of disease across borders. The 

process starts with researching the specific requirements for the country of destination, and 

selecting a reputable shipping company with experience in animal transport. Proper 

documentation and labeling are crucial, and it's important to provide the animals with appropriate 

crate sizes, food, water, and bedding. It's also essential to choose the right airline and route, as 

well as to prepare the animals for their journey with adequate training and conditioning. 

Throughout the process, it's important to prioritize the welfare of the animals, monitoring their 

health and comfort at all times.  

While shipping live animals internationally can be a challenging and stressful experience, it can 

also be a rewarding and fulfilling one for those who are passionate about animal welfare and 

conservation. By following the guidelines and regulations outlined in this guide, it's possible to 

ensure that animals reach their destination safely and without harm, ready to start a new chapter 

in their lives. Whether you're shipping animals for breeding, research, or conservation purposes, 

it's important to approach the process with care and respect for the animals that are being 

transported. Ultimately, the success of international animal transport depends on the collaboration 

and cooperation of everyone involved, from shippers and airlines to customs officials and animal 

welfare advocates. 
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